
 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Chapter Appendices 
PA Department of Aging Protective Services 

Appendix G.6. 

Sexual Assault Laws 



Appendix G.6. 

§15.2 defines sexual abuse as : intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causing or attempting to cause 
rape, involuntary deviate sexual intercourse, sexual assault, statutory sexual assault, aggravated 
indecent assault, indecent assault or incest. 

Below is an excerpt from Title 18 Pa.C.S.A Crimes and Offenses, Chapter 31- Sexual Offenses to 
define the sexual offenses listed under §15.2. 

 

 

     
    

   

     
  

 
 

 
 

 
         
      
      
             
             
         
             
         
         
             
         
         
         
         
             
         
 

 
         
      
      
             
             
         
             
         
         
             
         
         
         
         
             
         
             
             
         
         
 

SUBCHAPTER B 
DEFINITION OF OFFENSES 

§ 3121. Rape. 
(a) Offense defined.--A person commits a felony of the first

degree when the person engages in sexual intercourse with a 
complainant: 

(1) By forcible compulsion. 
(2) By threat of forcible compulsion that would prevent 

resistance by a person of reasonable resolution. 
(3) Who is unconscious or where the person knows that

the complainant is unaware that the sexual intercourse is 
occurring. 

(4) Where the person has substantially impaired the 
complainant's power to appraise or control his or her conduct 
by administering or employing, without the knowledge of the 
complainant, drugs, intoxicants or other means for the
purpose of preventing resistance. 

(5) Who suffers from a mental disability which renders 
the complainant incapable of consent. 

§ 3123. Involuntary deviate sexual intercourse. 
(a) Offense defined.--A person commits a felony of the first

degree when the person engages in deviate sexual intercourse 
with a complainant:

(1) by forcible compulsion; 
(2) by threat of forcible compulsion that would prevent 

resistance by a person of reasonable resolution; 
(3) who is unconscious or where the person knows that

the complainant is unaware that the sexual intercourse is 
occurring; 

(4) where the person has substantially impaired the 
complainant's power to appraise or control his or her conduct 
by administering or employing, without the knowledge of the 
complainant, drugs, intoxicants or other means for the 
purpose of preventing resistance;

(5) who suffers from a mental disability which renders 
him or her incapable of consent; or 

(6) (Deleted by amendment). 
(7) who is less than 16 years of age and the person is 

four or more years older than the complainant and the 
complainant and person are not married to each other. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

         
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
             
         
             
             
         
         
             
         
         
             
         
         
         
         
             
         
             
             
         
         
 
  

§ 3124.1. Sexual assault. 
Except as provided in section 3121 (relating to rape) or 3123 (relating to 
involuntary deviate sexual intercourse), a person commits a felony of the
second degree when that person engages in sexual intercourse or deviate 
sexual intercourse with a complainant without the complainant's consent. 

§ 3122.1. Statutory sexual assault. 
(a) Felony of the second degree.--Except as provided in section 3121
(relating to rape), a person commits a felony of the second degree when that 
person engages in sexual intercourse with a complainant to whom the person 
is not married who is under the age of 16 years and that person is either: 
(1) four years older but less than eight years older than the complainant; 
or 
(2) eight years older but less than 11 years older than the complainant. 

(b) Felony of the first degree.--A person commits a felony of the first 
degree when that person engages in sexual intercourse with a complainant 
under the age of 16 years and that person is 11 or more years older than the 
complainant and the complainant and the person are not married to each 
other. 

§ 3125. Aggravated indecent assault.
(a) Offenses defined.--Except as provided in sections 3121 

(relating to rape), 3122.1 (relating to statutory sexual 
assault), 3123 (relating to involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse) and 3124.1 (relating to sexual assault), a person
who engages in penetration, however slight, of the genitals or 
anus of a complainant with a part of the person's body for any 
purpose other than good faith medical, hygienic or law 
enforcement procedures commits aggravated indecent assault if: 

(1) the person does so without the complainant's 
consent; 

(2) the person does so by forcible compulsion;
(3) the person does so by threat of forcible compulsion 

that would prevent resistance by a person of reasonable 
resolution; 

(4) the complainant is unconscious or the person knows 
that the complainant is unaware that the penetration is 
occurring;

(5) the person has substantially impaired the 
complainant's power to appraise or control his or her conduct 
by administering or employing, without the knowledge of the 
complainant, drugs, intoxicants or other means for the 
purpose of preventing resistance; 

(6) the complainant suffers from a mental disability
which renders him or her incapable of consent; 

(7) the complainant is less than 13 years of age; or 
(8) the complainant is less than 16 years of age and the 

person is four or more years older than the complainant and 
the complainant and the person are not married to each other. 



 
         
       
      
      
      
      
             
         
             
             
         
         
             
         
         
              
         
         
         
         
             
         
             
             
         
         
 

 
         
      
      
      
      
      
      
 

§ 3126. Indecent assault. 
(a) Offense defined.--A person is guilty of indecent assault 

if the person has indecent contact with the complainant, causes
the complainant to have indecent contact with the person or 
intentionally causes the complainant to come into contact with 
seminal fluid, urine or feces for the purpose of arousing sexual 
desire in the person or the complainant and: 

(1) the person does so without the complainant's 
consent; 

(2) the person does so by forcible compulsion; 
(3) the person does so by threat of forcible compulsion 

that would prevent resistance by a person of reasonable 
resolution; 

(4) the complainant is unconscious or the person knows 
that the complainant is unaware that the indecent contact is
occurring; 

(5) the person has substantially impaired the 
complainant's power to appraise or control his or her conduct 
by administering or employing, without the knowledge of the
complainant, drugs, intoxicants or other means for the 
purpose of preventing resistance; 

(6) the complainant suffers from a mental disability
which renders the complainant incapable of consent; 

(7) the complainant is less than 13 years of age; or 
(8) the complainant is less than 16 years of age and the 

person is four or more years older than the complainant and 
the complainant and the person are not married to each other. 

§ 4302. Incest. 
A person is guilty of incest, a felony of the second degree, 

if that person knowingly marries or cohabits or has sexual 
intercourse with an ancestor or descendant, a brother or sister 
of the whole or half blood or an uncle, aunt, nephew or niece of 
the whole blood. The relationships referred to in this section
include blood relationships without regard to legitimacy, and 
relationship of parent and child by adoption. 




