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BOARD MEMBERS:

Arion R. Claggett, Acting Commissioner, Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs - Absent
Jennifer Unis Sullivan, D.M.D., J.D., Chairperson

Shawn M. Casey, D.M.D., Vice Chairperson

Theresa A. Groody, DHSc, EFDA, CDA, Secretary

Brice D. Arndt, D.D.S.

Barbara (Bonnie) L. Fowler, Public Member

Godfrey Joel Funari, M.S., D.M.D.

Joel S. Jaspan, D.D.S.

Andrew S. Matta, D.M.D.

LaJuan M. Mountain, D.M.D.

Donna L. Murray, RDH, PHDHP, MSDH

Brian Wyant, Public Health Program Director,
Department of Health designee

Molly Pohlhaus, Deputy Attorney General, Office of
Attorney General

BUREAU PERSONNEL:

Ronald K. Rouse, Esquire, Board Counsel

Paul J. Jarabeck, Esquire, Senior Board Prosecutor
and Board Prosecution Liaison

Jason T. Anderson, Esquire, Board Prosecutor

Denice Szekely, Esquire, Board Prosecutor

Sarah Buhite, Esquire, Board Prosecutor

Amber Lee Czerniakowski, Esquire, Board Prosecutor

James Abels, Board Administrator

Christina Townley, Board Administrator

Sarah E. McNeill, Board Administrator

Thomas Leech, Board Administrator

Andrew LaFratte, MPA, Deputy Policy Director,
Department of State

ALSO PRESENT:

Steve Neidlinger, CAE, Executive Director,
Pennsylvania Academy of General Dentistry

Jennifer Smeltz, Republican Executive Director,
Senate Consumer Protection & Professional Licensure
Committee

Nicole Payonk, Policy & Advocacy Coordinator,
Pennsylvania Cocalition for Oral Health
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ALSO PRESENT: (cont.)

Joan Burke, CDA, EFDA, President, Pennsylvania

Dental Assistants Association

Misha Patel, M.D., Curriculum Education Assistant,

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine

Beth A. Brennan, Senior Principal, Cozen O’Connor

Public Strategies

Elizabeth Burdett, MPA, Legislative Analyst,
O'Connor Public Strategies

Sarah P. Moreland, Esquire, Saxton & Stump

Cozen

Casey Fellinger, Associate, Milliron & Goodman
Marisa Swarney, Director, Government Relations,

Pennsylvania Dental Association

Lia BenYishay, MPH, Program & Evaluation Coordinator,

Pennsylvania Coalition for Oral Health

David Palmer, B.S., D.M.D., F.A.C.P., Diplomate,

American Board of Prosthodontics

Katherine Landsberg, Director, Government Relations at

Dental Assisting National Board, Inc.
Lee Patalowski, DMD

Helen Hawkey, Executive Director, Pennsylvania

Coalition for Oral Health
Kimberly Bury, PHDHP, Sadler Health Center
Christina, RDH, BSDH
Joshua Haentges, D.D.S.

Morgan Plant, Pennsylvania Dental Hygienists’

Association

Autumn Karper, Sargent’s Court Reporting Service,

Inc.
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* Kk %

State Board of Dentistry
May 10, 2024

* % %
[Pursuant to Section 708 (a) (5) of the Sunshine Act,
at 9:00 a.m. the Board entered into Executive Session
with Ronald K. Rouse, Esquire, Board Counsel, to have
attorney-client consultations and for the purpose of
conducting quasi-judicial deliberations. The Board
returned to open session at 11:00 a.m.]

* % %
[Ronald K. Rouse, Esquire, Board Counsel, informed
everyone that the meeting of the State Board of
Dentistry was being held in a hybrid format of both
in-person and livestream teleconference pursuant to
Act 100 of 2021, which regquires boards to use a
virtual platform to conduct business when a public
meeting is held.

Mr. Rouse noted the meeting was being recorded
and voluntary participation constituted consent to be
recorded.

Mr. Rouse also noted the Board entered into
Executive Session with Board Counsel to have
attorney-client consultations and for the purpose of

conducting quasi-judicial deliberations.]

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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* Kk %

The regularly scheduled meeting of the State
Board of Dentistry was held on Friday, May 10, 2024.
Jennifer Unis Sullivan, D.M.D., J.D., Chairperson,
called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m.

Barbara L. Fowler, Public Member, was not present
during the commencement of the meeting due to
technical difficulties.

* % %
Roll Call of Board Members/Introduction of Attendees
[Chair Sullivan requested a roll call of Board
members and introduction of attendees. A quorum of
Board members was present.]
* % %
Approval of minutes of the March 15, 2024 meeting
CHAIR SULLIVAN:
Do I have a motion to approve the
minutes?
[The Board discussed additions to the minutes.]
CHAIR SULLIVAN:
Any other additions or corrections?
Can I have the minutes approved with
Dr. Funari's addition?
DR. ARNDT:

So moved.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHAIR SULLIVAN:

Do I have a second?
MS. MURRAY:

Second.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May I have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;
Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan,
abstain.
[The motion carried. Jenifer Sullivan abstained from
voting on the motion.]
* Kk K
Report of Prosecutorial Division
[Jason T. Anderson, Esquire, Board Prosecutor,
presented the Consent Agreement for Case No. 23-46-
010454 .]
MR. ROUSE:
Regarding the Consent Agreement at item
2 on the agenda, Case No. 23-46-010454,
after discussion in Executive Session,
I believe the Chair would entertain a

motion to adopt the Consent Agreement.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CHATR SULLIVAN:

Do I have a motion?
DR. ARNDT:

So moved.
CHATR SULLIVAN:

Do I have a second?
MS. MURRAY:

Second.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May we have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;
Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. That is the matter

of BPOA v. William R. Currie, D.M.D., Case No. 23-46-

010454 .]
* * *
[Paul J. Jarabeck, Esquire, Senior Board Prosecutor
and Prosecution Liaison, presented the Consent
Agreement for Case No. 23-46-018558.]
MR. ROUSE:
Regarding the Consent Agreement at item

3 on the agenda, Case No. 23-46-018558,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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after discussion in Executive Session,
I believe the Chair would entertain a
motion to adopt the Consent Agreement.
DR. ARNDT:
So moved.
MS. MURRAY:
Second.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May we have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;

Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;

Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;

Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. The Matter of the
License to Practice as a Dental Hygienist at Case No.
23-45-018558 is confidential.]

* Kk K

[Paul J. Jarabeck, Esquire, Senior Board Prosecutor
and Prosecution Liaison, informed Board members that
a group of prosecutors traveled to the Lake Erie
College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) and had an
educational session with former Board member, Dr.
Calderbank.

Mr. Jarabeck mentioned also speaking with other

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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dentists, particularly specialists, who were able to
meet with them for approximately four hours to
discuss their practice and to immerse their attorneys
in some of the background information with the dental
practice as seen regularly in their cases.]

* Kk K
[Jennifer Unis Sullivan, D.M.D., J.D., Chairperson,
and Andrew S. Matta, D.M.D., exited the meeting at
11:15 a.m. for recusal purposes. ]

* Kk K

VICE CHAIR CASEY ASSUMED THE CHAIR

* % %

Report of Board Counsel - Proposed Adjudications and
Orders

MR. ROUSE:

Item 6 i1is the Respondent's Petition for
a Hearing before the PA Dental Board in

the Matter of BPOA v. Gregory William

Long, D.M.D., Case No. 20-46-010433.

Item 7 is the Commonwealth's Motion
to Strike Respondent's Petition for a
Hearing before the PA Dental Board,

BPOA v. Gregory William Long, D.M.D.,

Case No. 20-46-010433.

After discussion in Executive

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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VICE CHAIR

DR. ARNDT:

VICE CHAIR

MS. MURRAY:

VICE CHAIR

10

Session, regarding the Commonwealth's
Motion to Strike Respondent's Petition
for a Hearing before the Dental Board
at item 7 on the agenda, I believe the
Chair would entertain a motion to grant
the Commonwealth's motion and to direct
Board Counsel to prepare an Order in
accordance with the discussion in
Executive Session.

CASEY:

Yes. Do I have a motion, please?

So moved.
CASEY:

Second?

Second.
CASEY:

Roll call, Jim.

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Funari,
aye,; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye; Casey,

ave.

[The motion carried. Jennifer Sullivan and Andrew

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Matta recused themselves from deliberations and
voting on the motion. Theresa Groody did not vote on
the motion.]

* Kk K
[Jennifer Unis Sullivan, D.M.D., J.D., Chairperson,

and Andrew S. Matta, D.M.D., reentered the meeting at

11:18 a.m.]
* Kk K
CHATIR SULLIVAN RESUMED THE CHAIR
* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel - Final Adjudication and
Order
MR. ROUSE:

Item 8 on the agenda is the Final
Adjudication and Order in the Matter of

BPOA v. Leslyvette Diaz, Mejia, Case

No. 22-46-003284.

I believe the Chair would entertain
a motion to adopt the Adjudication and
Order as presented by Board Counsel and
direct Board Counsel to prepare the
Board's Final Order.

CHATIR SULLIVAN:

Do I have a motion?

DR. ARNDT:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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So moved.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:

Second?
MS. MURRAY:

Second.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May I have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;
Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.
[The motion carried. Theresa Groody did not vote on
the motion.]
* Kk K
Review of Applications
MR. ROUSE:

Item 13, Alexandra Fuller. Regarding

the Application of Alexandra Fuller for

a Dentist License at item 13 on the
agenda, I believe the Chair would
entertain a motion to grant the
Application for Licensure by
Endorsement as a Dentist.

CHAIR SULLIVAN:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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MS.

13

Do I have a motion?

ARNDT:

So moved.

MURRAY :

Second.

CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May I have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, abstain; Fowler, aye; Arndt,

aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously. Godfrey Funari

abstained from voting on the motion. Theresa Groody

did not vote on the motion.]

MR.

* kK

ROUSE :

Item 14 on the agenda, Amrita Tembhe,

which is an Application for Licensure
by Endorsement to be a Dentist.

Regarding the Application of Amrita
Tembhe at item 14 on the agenda, I
believe the Chair would entertain a
motion to provisionally deny the

Application for Licensure by

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Endorsement as a Dentist.
CHATR SULLIVAN:
Do I have a motion?
DR. ARNDT:
So moved.
MS. MURRAY:
Second.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May I have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;
Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
MR. ROUSE:

Item 15 on the agenda, Irene Zhurko.

This is an Application for an Expanded
Function Dental Assistant by
Endorsement.

Regarding the Application of Irene
Zhurko, item 15 on the agenda, I
believe the Chair would entertain a

motion to provisionally deny the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Application for Licensure by
Endorsement as an Expanded Function

Dental Assistant.

CHAIR SULLIVAN:

DR.

MS.

Do I have a motion?

ARNDT:

So moved.

MURRAY :

Second.

CHAIR SULLIVAN:

May I please have a roll call vote?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;

Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.

[The motion carried unanimously.]

MR.

* kK

ROUSE :

Item 16 on the agenda, Batool Hasan,

which is an Application for an Expanded
Function Dental Assistant.

Regarding item 16 on the agenda, I
believe the Chair would entertain a

motion to provisionally deny the

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Application for Licensure by
Endorsement as an Expanded Function
Dental Assistant.

CHATR SULLIVAN:
Do I have a motion?

DR. ARNDT:
So moved.

MS. MURRAY:
Second.

CHAIR SULLIVAN:

Roll call vote, please.

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;
Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;
Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;
Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel - Regulations
[Ronald K. Rouse, Esgquire, Board Counsel, provided a
Regulatory Report regarding the status of current
regulations. He noted drafting the Regulatory
Analysis Form for the anesthesia update to complete
the rulemaking package.

Mr. Rouse addressed Regulation 16A-4635 regarding

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Licensure by Endorsement. He noted the proposed
regulatory package was submitted to the Office of
General Counsel, Office of the Budget, and Office of
Policy and Planning on April 11, 2024. He informed
Board members that the Office of General Counsel
approved the proposed regulatory package and awaited
comments from the Office of the Budget and Office of
Policy and Planning.

Mr. Rouse referred to the proposed preamble for
Regulation 16A-4628 regarding General Revisions. He
noted making a few minor editorial corrections.

There was a guestion as to whether other dental
providers were considered regarding the temporary
volunteer dental license.

Mr. Rouse explained that the regulation
corresponds with the statute that allows an
individual to get a temporary volunteer license for
no more than 30 days. He noted an individual can get
one 30-day license or up to three 10-day volunteer
licenses in a calendar year.

Dr. Funari stated the statute was passed through
legislation to permit people coming to Pennsylvania
for projects like MOM-n-PA. He believed it has to be
changed by statute and go back to the legislature,

because hygienists may be able to participate.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Mr. Rouse noted adding that type of license
category would have to be statutory, because the
statute already allows for this type of license for
dentists.

Dr. Funari noted mentioning at several meetings
to expand the language in the regulation itself for
nondental school-based Commission on Dental
Accreditation (CODA) -approved postgraduate training
programs concerning a restricted faculty license. He
noted the Board has never had a discussion or
concluded on that aspect.

Mr. Rouse believed there was a gquestion as to
whether the statute allowed for the expansion,
because the statute refers to dental schools.

Dr. Funari asked whether the Board could pursue
that and mentioned spending a good deal of time last
year with at least one request for a license.

Mr. Rouse offered to run it up the chain of
command if it is an issue the Board thinks is
important in terms of expanding the statute to allow
nondental school-based CODA-accredited postgraduate
training programs.

Dr. Funari commented that general practice
residency (GPR), oral surgeon, facial pain, and

temporomandibular joint (TMJ) programs are outside of

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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a dental school environment.

Mr. Rouse stated one of the issues in the
preamble addresses the restricted faculty license.

He noted the preamble does identify areas the
Pennsylvania dental schools wanted to address that
were statutory in nature, which were inconsistent
with the current statute but required a statutory
change to address those issues and why they were not
being addressed in the regulation.

Dr. Jaspan commented that Pennsylvania licensees
are required to learn cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) to be a volunteer and believed individuals from
out of state should also be required to learn CPR.

Mr. Rouse referred to § 33.118, temporary dental
license, where a dentist who holds an active license
to practice dentistry in this Commonwealth or in
another state may apply for a temporary dental
license, which will authorize the dentist to practice
in the Commonwealth without remuneration.

Mr. Rouse stated someone in the Commonwealth who
already has a license is required to have CPR. Since
an individual is required to have a license in
another state, he asked whether those states are also
requiring CPR certification. He noted the individual

must demonstrate that the dentist holds medical

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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professional liability insurance with a minimum of $1
million per occurrence for claim and $3 million per
annual aggregate.

Mr. Rouse referred to § 33(a) (3), where they must
certify that the dentist is current on all continuing
education requirements, and suggested additional
language to include CPR.

Dr. Casey referred to a question with one of the
volunteers, where an individual works in a hospital,
the hospital pays for their malpractice, and that
individual is not in private practice. He noted they
want to volunteer in a different state and obtained a
license but are under the hospital's blanket, not an
individual coverage, so they cannot get the
malpractice.

Dr. Funari explained that the legal department of
an organization will provide a letter either saying
that the institution is self-insured or the
institution has coverage for providers with a certain
insurance company. He mentioned that he had to do
that for MOM-n-PA, where the legal department in the
hospital handled it because he is employed by the
hospital.

Mr. Rouse referred to § 33.118(a) (5) (1), where

acceptable coverage may include either personally

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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purchased medical professional liability insurance,
medical professional liability insurance coverage
provided by the dentist's employer, medical
professional liability insurance coverage provided by
the sponsor of the volunteer activity at which the
dentist i1s volunteering and self-insured.

Mr. Rouse informed Board members that the
additional language regarding the CPR will be
attached to the continuing education piece.]

MR. ROUSE:
Would the Chair entertain a motion to
adopt the preamble as amended and
direct Board Counsel to continue with
the regulatory process?

CHAIR SULLIVAN:
Do I have a motion?

DR. ARNDT:
So moved.

MS. MURRAY:
Second.

CHATIR SULLIVAN:

May I have a roll call vote, please?

Jaspan, aye; Pohlhaus, aye; Wyant, aye;

Murray, aye; Mountain, aye; Matta, aye;

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Funari, aye; Fowler, aye; Arndt, aye;
Groody, aye; Casey, aye; Sullivan, aye.
[The motion carried unanimously. ]
* % %

Report of Board Counsel - Miscellaneous - FYI - U.S.
Department of Education - New Eligibility Rules for
Title IV and HEA Funds

[Ronald K. Rouse, Esquire, Board Counsel, informed

Board members that new United States Department of

Education rules related to eligibility to receive

Title IV and Higher Education Act (HEA) funds will go

into effect July 1, 2024. He stated the new changes

may impact new students who enroll in educational
programs that exceed the minimum number of hours
required by statute and/or the Board's regulations to
obtain licensure by the Board.

Mr. Rouse noted the Board's regulations have
particular hours regarding expanded function dental
assistant (EFDA) programs. He also noted in addition
to schools offering educational programs to prepare
students for gainful employment in a recognized
occupation, including those regulated by the Board,
that they will be required to provide specific
information to the Department of Education about the

educational program and the Board's requirements for

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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licensure.

Mr. Rouse stated the Board is unable to provide
specific or general legal advice regarding the new
rules to potential students or institutions offering
these programs.

Mr. Rouse encouraged potential students to visit
the Department of Education's website at www.ed.gov
and speak with their school or educational
institution for more information about how the new
rules may affect their educational goals and ability
to qualify for Title IV or Higher Education Act
funds.

Mr. Rouse stated educational institutions are
encouraged to visit the Department of Education
website in conjunction with their legal counsel for
information specific to the institution and its
educational programs. ]

* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel - Miscellaneous - FYI- House
Bill 2178 of 2024 Training on Implicit Bias and
Cultural Competence
[Ronald K. Rouse, Esqguire, Board Counsel, addressed
House Bill 2178 of 2024, which would require implicit
bias and cultural competence training for persons

applying for a license or certificate issued by a
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health-related board and also require the Board to
promulgate regulations concerning the competencies
required and the number of credit hours necessary for
training. He noted the bill was introduced and
referred to the House Professional Licensure
Committee on April 3, 2024.]

* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel - Miscellaneous - 2023 State

Board of Dentistry Annual Report

[Ronald K. Rouse, Esquire, Board Counsel, provided
the 2023 State Board of Dentistry Annual Report for
the Board's review.]

* Kk K
Report of Board Chairperson
[Jennifer Unis Sullivan, D.M.D., J.D., Chairperson,
asked Dr. Casey to discuss the upcoming MOM-n-PA
event.

Dr. Casey reminded everyone that the MOM-n-PA
event will be held at the Santander Arena in Reading
June 21-22. He encouraged any hygienists, dentists,
EFDAs, assistants, and especially community members
who would like to volunteer to sign up on the
website.]

* kK

Report of Acting Commissioner - No Report

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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* Kk %

Report of Board Administrator - No Report

* Kk K
Report of Committees - Legislative and Regulatory
Committee - No Report
* Kk K
Report of Committees - Accreditation and Licensing

Committee
[Godfrey Joel Funari, M.S., D.M.D., noted the
Accreditation and Licensing Committee continues to
watch the progress of bills before the House and the
Senate. He reported the bills regarding the
licensure compacts seem to be stalled.]

* % %

Report of Committees - Probable Cause Screening

Committee

[Joel S. Jaspan, D.D.S., reported reviewing one

case. ]
* *x %
Report of Committees - Scope of Traditional and
Emerging Practice Committee - No Report
* *x %
For the Board's Information - CRDTS Position on

Compacts

[Ronald K. Rouse, Esqguire, Board Counsel, referred to

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Central Regional Dental Testing Services (CRDTS)
document regarding their position explaining why they
were against both compacts for the Board's review.]
* Kk K
[Chair Sullivan wished all mothers a Happy Mother's
Day.]
* Kk K
Adjournment
CHAIR SULLIVAN:
Do I have a motion to adjourn?
DR. ARNDT:
So moved.
MS. MURRAY:
Second.
CHAIR SULLIVAN:
Have a great weekend and Happy Mother's
Day.
* Kk K
[There being no further business, the State Board of

Dentistry Meeting adjourned at 11:48 a.m.]

* Kk %
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing summary
minutes of the State Board of Dentistry meeting, was
reduced to writing by me or under my supervision, and

that the minutes accurately summarize the substance
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of the State Board of Dentistry meeting.

luder iy

Autumn Karper,

Minute Clerk

Sargent’s Court Reporting

Service, Inc.
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Inc.
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STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY
REFERENCE INDEX

May 10, 2024
AGENDA

Executive Session
Return to Open Session

Official Call to Order
Roll Call
Introduction of Attendees

Approval of Minutes

Report of Prosecutorial Division

Report of Board Counsel

Review of Applications

Report of Board Counsel (cont.)

Report of Board Chairperson
Report of Committees
For the Board's Information

Adjournment
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