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Landscape Architect

A licensed professional that arranges or modifies the features of

a landscape or an urban area for aesthetic and/or practical

reasons. 
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Degree Requirement 

Examination Requirement 
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Degrees:

Bachelors

Not Licensed

States with 1 required examination 

States with 2 required examinations

States that do not license this occupation

*Some states have multiple paths to licensure, allowing lesser degrees if the applicant has more years of experience.
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2 years
2.24 years

PA U.S
0

2

4

PA U.S.
avg.

MEDIAN: 

2 year

*Experience requirements are based on an applicant
that has attained a 5 year degree from a LAAB-

accredited program 

YE
A

R
S
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16.7 hours
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0

20

* To allow for comparison, CE requirements have been

adjusted to 2-year reporting cycles.

MEDIAN: 

24  hours
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Training / Experience Requirement 

9 States

25 States

1 State

CE Reporting Cycles
3 years

2 years

1 year
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No Experience

1 Year

2 Years  

3 Years

4 Years

Not Licensed 

> 29 CE Hours/2 yrs

12 - 18 CE Hours/2 yrs

0 CE Hours 

19 - 24 CE Hours/2 yrs

25 - 29 CE Hours/2 yrs 

* To allow for comparison, CE requirements have been

adjusted to 2-year reporting cycles.

* Pie chart excludes states with 0 hours
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*To allow for comparisons, all fees have been adjusted to biennial renewal cycles
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Initial Licensing Fee

M E D I A N :  

$ 1 5 0 . 0 0

H I G H E S T:     $ 4 5 0 . 0 0

( Wa s h i n g t o n )
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M E D I A N :  

$ 1 9 4 . 0 0

U.S.
avg.

Renewal Fees
H I G H E S T:     $ 6 5 0 . 0 0

(O r e g o n )

2020

16 States

32 States

2 States

Renewal Cycles
Triennial

Biennial

Annual

* Initial licensing fee comparison excludes examination fees, background check fees, and finger printing fees.

LOWEST: $25.00

(Colorado)

LOWEST: $5.00

(Wyoming)
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States with Reciprocity
or Endorsement  

District of Columbia

Florida

Illinois

New Jersey

New York

Utah

Vermont

Wisconsin

 Endorsement 

California 

Hawaii 

Maine 

Virginia

Not Specified
in Legislation

Reciprocity 

Alabama 

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

Colorado 

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Georgia

Idaho 

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New  Hampshire

New Mexico

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania**

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Washington

West Virginia

Wyoming

**Act 41, signed by Governor Wolf on July 2, 2019, allows for portability of out-of-state
professional licensees coming to work in Pennsylvania. Act 41 does this by granting all boards
and commissions within the Commonwealth the authority to immediately endorse licensee from
other states, territories or jurisdictions (with substantially equivalent licensing requirements)
who are active, in good standing and without discipline against their license or criminal
conviction. If a licensee comes from a jurisdiction that does not have substantially equal
requirements for licensure, then the boards/commissions may grant a provisional license for a
period of such time to allow the new resident to meet the necessary requirements, allowing
them access to gainful employment in the interim 
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Observation Section 
The following states have a license for

Landscape-Architect-in-training

Arizona
Idaho
Iowa

Nevada
New Mexico

Oregon

The following states have
Landscape Architects under their own board:

* Same budget and staff as Architect Board 

* Other states include Landscape Architects under the Engineering  Board 

* Maine and D.C  board structure for this occupation is the Board of Licensure for Architects, Landscape Architects

and Interior Designers

Alabama 
California
Colorado

Connecticut 
Delaware

Florida 
Georgia

Idaho
Iowa

Kentucky
Maryland

Massachusetts
Michigan
Nebraska 

Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico

New York
North Carolina

*Ohio
Oregon

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island

South Carolina
Utah

Washington
West Virginia



Alabama
https://www.alabamainteractive.org/abela/welcome.a
ction

Alaska
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/portals/5/pub
/ael4398.pdf

Arizona
https://btr.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/l
andscape_architect_registration_packet_8-5-18.pdf

Arkansas
https://www.asbalaid.arkansas.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/ASBALAID_Architect-
Initial-Application-for-Licensure.pdf

California
https://www.latc.ca.gov/docs/forms/eligibility_applica
tion.pdf

Colorado
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/Landscape_Ar
chitects_Applications

Connecticut
http://www.portal.ct.gov/DCP/License-Services-
Division/All-License-Applications/Landscape-
Architect-Licensing-Information

Delaware
https://dprfiles.delaware.gov/landscape/Landscape_A
rch_Application.pdf

District of Columbia 
https://design.dcopla.com/account/login/?
ReturnUrl=%2f

Florida
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/pro/larch/doc
uments/LA1_examination_application.pdf

Georgia
http://sos.ga.gov/PLB/acrobat/Forms/04%20Landsca
pe%20Architect%20Application%20for%20Registrati
on.pdf

Hawaii
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2017/12/Require-
App-for-Landscape-Architect_12.17R.pdf

Idaho
https://ibol.idaho.gov/IBOL/LAR/Forms/LAR%20Land
scape%20Architect%20application.pdf

Indiana
https://www.in.gov/pla/architect.htm

Iowa
https://plb.iowa.gov/landscape-architects/forms

Kansas
https://www.ksbtp.ks.gov/forms/individual-licensee

Kentucky
https://klarb.ky.gov/Pages/Forms.aspx

Louisiana
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/wp-
content/uploads/2016/09/LA-Exam-application.pdf

Maine
http://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/profe
ssions/architects/pdf/AppLarc.pdf

Maryland
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/license/la/lalic.shtml

Massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/lists/landscape-architects-
applications-and-forms

Michigan
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_Lands
cape_Architects_LLA020_496519_7.pdf

Minnesota
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/forms/LAApp.pdf

Mississippi
https://www.clarb.org/apply-for-licensure

Missouri
https://pr.mo.gov/landscapearchitects-
examination.asp

Montana
http://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/Portals/133/Documents/
arc/LAR_app%202018.pdf

Nebraska
https://nsbla.nebraska.gov/sites/nsbla.nebraska.gov/fil
es/doc/Landscape%20Architect%20Application.pdf

Nevada
http://nsbla.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/nsblanvgov/content/
Forms/Application-ProfessionalRegistration.pdf

New Hampshire
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/landscape-
architects/documents/landscape-architect-
application.pdf

New Jersey
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/land/Applications/I
nitial-Application-for-Licensure-as-a-Landscape-
Architect.pdf

New Mexico
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/boards/Landscape_Archit
ects_Forms_and_Applications.aspx

New York
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/larch/larchforms.htm

North Carolina
http://www.ncbola.org/pdf/LA_app_process.pdf?-
session=LASession:MNqosWLvgNoGAYdH1yMFnrV7
WCTwD7A558BED7

North Dakota
http://www.ndsba.net/image/cache/Uniform_Applicati
on_for_LA_Registration.pdf

Ohio
http://www.arc.ohio.gov/Forms-and-Applications

Oklahoma
https://www.ok.gov/Architects/documents/2017%20r
eciprocal%20architect%20application.pdf

Oregon
https://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Documents/OSLABA
pplicationInitialRegistrationLA_3.2020.pdf

Pennsylvania
https://www.pals.pa.gov/#/page/default*http://www.do
s.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/La
ndscapeArchitects/Pages/Applications-Forms.aspx

Rhode Island
http://www.bdp.state.ri.us/documents/land/Application
_by_Examination_Reciprocity.pdf

South Carolina
https://www.llr.sc.gov/POL/LandscapeArchitect/PDF/A
pplications/Application%20for%20Landscape%20Archi
tecture%20License%20by%20Exam.pdf

South Dakota
http://dlr.sd.gov/btp/landscape_architects.aspx#forms *
https://apps.sd.gov/LD17BTP/login.aspx

Tennessee
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/commerce/regboards/ar
chitects-engineers/license-applicant-resources/forms-
and-downloads.html

Texas
https://indreg.tbae.texas.gov/Home/Register

Utah
https://dopl.utah.gov/la/landscape_architect_applicatio
n.pdf

Vermont
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/professional-regulation/list-
of-professions/landscape-architects/forms-
instructions.aspx

Virginia
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/uploadedFiles/MainSite/C
ontent/Boards/APELS/0406LIC.pdf

Washington
https://www.dol.wa.gov/business/landscapearchitects/l
aforms.html

West Virginia
http://www.wvlaboard.org/Portals/WVLABoard/docs/A
pplication2018.pdf

Wisconsin
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/LandscapeArchit
ect/Default.aspx

Wyoming
https://architects.wyo.gov//forms
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