THE GUIDE TO YOUR STUDENT’S
PENNSYLVANIA STUDENT REPORT

Pennsylvania Department of Education

Dear Family,

Each year, Pennsylvania public school students take the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment
(PSSA) exams in English language arts (ELA), mathematics, and science. This student report explains
how your child performed on the PSSA assessment. If your student did not take one of the tests, a portion
of the report will be blank.

You can help your student grow academically by reviewing these PSSA results together, looking at both
strengths and opportunities for improvement, and by continuing to encourage your child’s best effort in
school. You may also find it helpful to speak with your child’s teachers about these strengths and
opportunities for growth.

Your contribution to your child’s education is critical, and by working together, the Pennsylvania
Department of Education, the commonwealth’s schools, and families can prepare Pennsylvania’s next
generation for future success.

( n h

Khalid N. Mumin, Ed.D.
Secretary of Education




1. Your student information.
Here you will find your student’s name, school,
district, date of testing, and grade.

2, Report information and tools.

This section provides information about the
PSSA and the student report, as well as
resources to learn more about your student’s
performances.

3. Your student’s PSSA results.

This section indicates your student’s
performance level for the English Language
Arts, Mathematics, and Science assessments.

4. What do the Performance Levels mean?
This section provides a general description of
the Pennsylvania Performance Levels. Student
performance on the PSSA falls into four
performance levels: Advanced, Proficient, Basic,
and Below Basic.

PENNSYLVANIA

Student Report

System of School Assessment (PSSA)

Student Name:
PA Student ID:

Districk:
Test Date:
Crade:

a\‘hal Is the Pennsylvania System of
School Assessment (PSSA)?
* The PS5A is an assessment system used to

measure a student’s progression iow and mastery
of the
5 Pennsylvania Core Standards in English
Language Ars and Mathematics
o Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards
in Science

dditional i

* For wvisit the
Depanment of Education's website at
www.educationpagov

What Is Included in This report?

+ Thisrepon provides information about the
student’s recent peformances on the
> English Language Ans, Mathermatics, and
Science P55A assessments

# It is not intended to summarize all aspects of
student leaming.

For Additional Information

» Formore information about a student's
perisrmance, consult the school or the
classroom teacher.

* A Report Interpretation Guide is available at
www.education pagov. Type “PS5A
Interpretation Guide” in the search field or
consult te local school district or school.

Student’s Results

9 Performance Level

ish
larr;:glge Arts v

Mathematics v

Science /

*Cioal Range: The goal is for all students in the Commaonwealth
of Pennsylvania to score proficient or above.

eI"erfﬂrmilm:e Levels

The Below Basic Level reflects inadequate academic perfonmance,
and work at this level demcnstrates a minimal command of and
ability 10 apply the knowdedge, skills, and practices represented in
the: Fermsylvania standarch. Consistent perfomance al this level
indicates extensive additional academic support may be needed
fioe engaging successiully in furthes studies in this content area.

The Basic Level reflects marginal acadene pesformance, and
wiork al this kel demonstrate artial coenmand of and
ahility 10 apply the knowlede, ills, and practices represented
in e Pennsylvania stanclards. Comsistent pesfonmance at this
o jonal academic suppont may be needed for
engaging successtully in further studies in this content ara.

The Proficent Level reflects satislaciony academic perdomance,
and work at this level demonstrates an adequate command of ancd
ability 10 apply the knowledgs, skills, and practices represented

in the Pennsyvania standards, Consisternt pedoamance at this
level indicates academic preparaticn foe engaging successiully in
further studies in this content area

The Advanced Level reflects superiorn academic perdomance,
and wiork at this level dermonsirates a thorugh comimand of and
ability 1o apply the knewledge, skills, and practices represented
inthe Pennsylvania stanclards. C ant perfonmance at this

beved inlicates achanced academic preparation for engaging
successiully in further studies in this content area.

www.education.pa.gov Page 1




S. What is your student’s Performance
Level?

This indicates your student’s Performance Level

for the given subject.

*Note: If your student was not tested because

the subject is not applicable, “Not Applicable

(NA)” will be displayed. If your student did not

receive a score, “No Score (NS)” will be

displayed.

6. What is your student’s score?

This indicates your student’s PSSA score for the
given subject. Additionally, the arrow on the bar
graph indicates where your student’s score falls
within a performance level. The scores are
organized by subject and appear on pages 2 and
3 of the Student Report.

Because each subject has its own individual
scale, student’s PSSA scores should not be
compared across tested subjects.

7. How did your student perform in each
reporting category?

This indicates the total points possible and your

student’s performance within each reporting

category. The reporting categories are described

on page 4 of the Student Report.

8. Strength Profile.

The Strength Profile provides you with an
indication of your student’s performance within
each of the reporting categories. The profile
measure takes into account the difficulty of the
items and can be used to help identify areas in
which your student needs to improve and where
he or she has performed more successfully.

English Language Arts
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Student’s test scale score is indicated by the (#). If this student were to test again under similar
circumstances, his or her score would likely rermain in the following range: 1015-1073

== Student's Total Points Strength
e e LaRE S Points Possible Profie?
Reading**
Key Ideas and Detils 12 22 Low
Craft and Structureintegration of Knowledge and Ideas 7 9 High
9 Vocabulary Acquisition and Usze 6 7 High
Writing
Conventions of Standard English (Wiiting) | 5 | 9 | Medium
Text-Dependent Analysis
g Tt Dependent Analysis Readingriting) | 8 | 16 | Medium
**Each reading question conneas to a Reading reponing category in the mble above as well as 1o a Text Type
reparting category in the table below. However, each reading question counts anly one time in the sudent’s saore
= Student's Total Points Strength
Se; Reporting Cate; . .
ore "8 sory Poinis Possible Prufie'A
Text Types
Literature Text 12 19 Medium
Infarmational Text 13 19 Medium
Te learn maore about the Score Reporing Categories, see page 4.
*The Swength Profile {Low, Medium, Highl: The swength profile provides an indication of this Sudent's performance
within each of the reponting categories. The Swengh Profile takes into account e difficulty of the assessment
questions and can be used to help idenify the st t's grengths andior areas of need.
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9, Minimum/Maximum Scaled Scores.

The minimum and maximum scaled scores
represent the minimum and maximum scores
your child could have received on each
assessment. Each PSSA test has a minimum
score that stays the same across years. However,
the maximum score for each test can vary
depending on the difficulty of the test each year
(a more difficult test in any given year will have
a higher maximum score).

10.Standard Error of Measure.

This range reflects the standard error of
measurement (SEM) for your student’s PSSA
score. Specifically, it provides reasonable
bounds for the range of scores that your student
might receive if he or she took an equivalent
version of the test. (That is, your student took a
test that covered exactly the same content, but
included a different set of items.) As an example,
if the PSSA score was 1750 and the SEM band
was 1700 to 1800, then your student would be
likely to receive a score somewhere between
1700 and 1800 if a different version of the test
had been taken.

Mathematics

9

Performance Level
1000
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Student's test scale score is indicated by the (#). Ifthis student were to test again under similar
circumstances, his or her score would likely remain in the following rnge: 1068-1136

Score Reporting Category S‘:::s To;:]ﬁ?;;ﬂs _‘:mr
MNumbers and Operations in Base Ten 7 El Medium
Numbers and Operaions—Fracions 10 12 High
Operatians and Algebric Thinking 10 13 High
Geometry 5 7 Medium
Measurement and Data 7 1 Medium

Science

1050 1150
L L

Performance Level
1275

1483

ner
y

Hasic | Prodicient

Adhvanced

+

1696

Student’s test scale score is indicated by the (#). Ifthis student were to test again under similar
circumstances, his or her score would likely remain in the following range: 1623-1769
- Student's Total Points Strength
R S Paints Passible Profilet
The Maturenf Science n 24 High
Biolagical Sciences 7 8 High
Physical Sciences 7 8 High
Earth and Space Sciences 3 8 High
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Score Reporting Category Descriptions

This section of the Student Report contains the
description of the reporting categories that were
assessed on the PSSA. Reporting Categories are
aligned to the state’s standards and used as a tool
for instructional practices in schools.

Reporting categories will be different for each
grade.

Score Reporting Category Description

English Language Arts

Key ideas and Detaik

Students refer to key ideas and details from a text ortexs to summarize important ideas and evens, determine a theme ar
main idea, and draw on evidence from texts) 1o suppor inferences and overall understanding.

Craft and Structure/Integration of Know!

Students demonsirate underanding of  text of texs by comparing and contrasting points of view and fisthand/secondhand
accounts of similar events; by making connections within, between, andjor among texts; by referring to text features o
suppant information: and by analyzing use of evidence to support averall integration of ideas and key aspects of tex(s.
Vocabulary Acyuiion and Use

Students demansiphe undersanding of vocabulary and figurative language in lierature and informational texss.

Conventions of Standard English (Writing)

grammar and usage, capinlization, puncaiation, and
spelling, as well a5 use knowledge of language and it comventions for effect

Text-Dependent Analysis (Reading Writing)
Students write 3 response to liesature or informarional text or texs, drawing on the evidence presented in the texxs 1o
suppon analyss, reflection, andior research,

Literature Text

Students read and respond ta literature texts, focusing on namative, poetic, and/or dramatic technigues and drawing on
evidence inthe texts 1 suppart comprehension and undesstanding.

Informational Text

Students also read and respand 1 nfomational sexs, focusing on the infarmatin and evidence presented on pics, ides,
rprocedures and drawing on evidenes in the texs 1o support comprehension and interpretation

Mathematics

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten

Students read, wiie, round, li-ligh numbers. They des place value and relative
sizes of numbess and regnize properties af opes ations. Students use this understanding  well 25 estimation and mental
calculatians to perform the four operations on whole numbers.

Numbers and Operations —Fractions

and convet sions and decimals. They compa af nd
Sims usugsym\mls Sudents add and subtyact fractions with and mukiply awhole number by a
fraction.

Operations nd Algehraic Thiking

Stisdents solve problems using all four operations with whole numbess. They use drawings, equarions, and symbols 1
represent quantiies and analyze pazems. They alsa identify fxcior pais and mukiples of whole numbers 1 fraugh 100
Geometr

Students draw, compare, and classify two-dimensional shapes based on their antributes. They idenify and draw lines of
symmetry

Measurement and Data

Students use the four nd rel: of units to sobv conversions, and time.
They represent and interpret data using line: plots and cther data aspla,sm solve. meJ\um Sudents use a protracior i
draw and measure angles.

Science

Page 4

The Nature of Science
Students use reasoning and analysis skills o develop possil i problems, They
e sonl,procesaes al ppceates v condn fai mdwllds:wmhc \mrsugmonsal\d el e rengiion
o pasiems o help explain nareral and human-made sy

Biological Scences.

s and functions describe ecological interactions within living systems, and recognize
relationships between humans and the natural warkd

Physical Sciences

of physical maser. They describe basic energy types and fheir sources as.
el onngy(m(halgohlm They also apply he scientific priniples of force and mation and cmpare interactions
between matter and enes

Earthand Space Sciences

Students identify and describe Earfh features and processes that change the environmen. They recognize processes
assciared with weher, climate, and he amasphere. They alsn recognize changes caused by e SunEanth-Moon system.
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