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Pennsylvania State Literacy Plan 

Five Guiding Principles 
 

 
Literacy as a Critical Foundation for All Learning   
Literacy is a critical foundation for all learning. Being fully literate in the 21st century requires that 
students read, write, and communicate at high levels to construct meaning from and across multiple 
sources, including print and non-print, and to communicate ideas orally and in writing. Schools must 
prepare students to develop the complex literacy skills they need to be future ready, to make 
meaningful contributions to society, and to enjoy personal fulfillment. Literacy, an important skill, and 
tool for learning, requires instruction and support from birth-grade 12. 
 

Diversity 
Diversity (e.g., linguistic, cultural, race and socioeconomic status) should be acknowledged, valued, 
and respected in our schools and classrooms. Students should have educational experiences that 
enable them to learn about their own culture as well as the culture of others, to make connections 
between what they know and what they are learning. By valuing and acknowledging diversity in our 
curriculum and instructional practices, student learning, motivation, and access to educational 
opportunities will be increased. 

 
High Expectations 
There must be high expectations for all learners and a belief that all can gain literacy skills that 
prepare them to be future ready; that is, to be successful in college, career, and as citizens. 
Instruction must address the full range of learners and be differentiated to meet each child’s needs; 
such instruction requires a well-integrated system connecting general, compensatory, gifted, and 
special education.  
 

Evidence-Based Decision Making 
Decision making about literacy programs, practices, and policies must be evidence-based; that is, it 
must be grounded in reliable and valid research results and informed by experiential and contextual 
evidence.  Evidence must come from multiple sources and provide information about the many 
factors that influence student learning.  

 
Professional Learning 
Educators must be prepared to teach effectively in the schools of the 21st century. Practicing 
teachers will benefit from ongoing, job-embedded learning opportunities that promote lifelong learning 
and reflective teaching. 


	Literacy as a Critical Foundation for All Learning
	Diversity
	High Expectations
	Evidence-Based Decision Making
	Professional Learning



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		PaSLP_Guiding_Principles_One_Pager.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Rebekah Baum-Leaman


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 1


		Passed manually: 1


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


