
Notice of Stocking (NOS)
Brian McHail, Leader
Cooperative Nursery Unit



Page 2

Agenda

• Notice of Stocking (NOS) process

• FAQs

• Questions
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Chapter 71a/NOS

• Chapter 71a meetings- Fall 2022

• Notice of Stocking (NOS) meetings- Fall 2023

• Chapter 71a final approval by PFBC Board of 
Commissioners- July 24, 2023
oChapter 71a effective January 1, 2024
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• § 71a.5. Notice of Stocking to the Commission

oNotice of Stocking (NOS)
oNOS form
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• No species of fish shall be introduced, placed, or stocked (except baited on a 
hook for angling purposes) into waters of this Commonwealth without prior 
submission of a Notice of Stocking (NOS) to the Commission

• “Waters of this Commonwealth” does not include waters contained within a 
property or premise of a propagation facility licensed under the Pennsylvania 
Aquaculture Development Law

• NOS only applies to species on the Commission’s Species by Watershed 
Approved for Open System (Flow Through) Propagation and Introduction list

• Submission of a NOS does not authorize individuals or organizations to stock 
waters that are prohibited from stocking as defined in § 57.8a (relating to Class 
A wild trout streams) and § 71a.8 (relating to stocking of designated waters)

• NOS went into effect January 1, 2024
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• Notice of Stocking (NOS)

oNOS form with instructions

oNOS form submittal options

oNOS replaces the Tentative Stocking Schedule
 Minimizes redundant paperwork
 Due by March 5, 2024
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• NOS form development

o Solicited stakeholder feedback
 User friendly (easy to follow, etc.)
 Single page
 Electronic and paper submittal options
 No cost to the user (processing fees, etc.)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• NOS form

oDetailed instructions allowing user to easily provide 
requested information

oContains five sections
 Section A: Applicant Information
 Section B: Stocking Category
 Section C: Stocking Location Information
 Section D: Fish Species Information
 Section E: Producer, Hatchery, or Dealer Providing the 

Fish for this Stocking

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HANDOUT NOS
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

NOS Form Example
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• NOS form availability
oPFBC website 
oCNU webpage
o Easy to locate

• NOS completion
o Fillable pdf (save on computer for future use)
oHandwritten 

• NOS form submittal
oMail
o Email
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• NOS forms received by the PFBC
o Incomplete information in Section A
 Include all contact information

o Incomplete information in Section C
 Longitude, use “-”
 Ex: -78.542801

o Incomplete information in Section D
 Include number/size information for all species
 Select “Number” or “Pounds”
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• NOS forms received by the PFBC
o Incorrect information in Section E
 Include co-op nursery name
 Do not include PFBC SFH name

oCheck all the boxes
 Check the appropriate boxes 

oMail or email to the correct address
 Do not send to the CNU
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• NOS form review process
oNo different than the Tentative Stocking Schedule review 

process

• NOS forms placed in a shared file for review
oCNU checks each co-op NOS form for completeness and 

correct information

oCNU places each co-op NOS form in a folder for DFM to 
review
 Looking for red flags (ex: Class A Wild Trout Waters)

oCo-op NOS form is placed in a completed folder
 PFBC staff will not contact a co-op unless there are 

questions/clarification needed 
 Data entered into internal database
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Summary

• Chapter 71a effective January 1, 2024

• NOS forms are due by March 5, 2024

• Complete and send NOS forms to the appropriate 
mailing/email address

• All NOS forms (co-op, commercial hatchery, private, 
etc.) will be reviewed by PFBC staff

• CNU staff will assist with filling out NOS forms and 
answer questions about the NOS process
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FAQs

• When can a NOS form be sent in?
o Scheduled NOS document release date is December 1, 2023

• Do co-ops need to wait until the PFBC stocking schedule 
is posted online to submit a NOS form?
oNo, you can submit a NOS form using the stocking date range
oCheck PFBC stocking schedule prior to actual stocking date

• When is the NOS form due?
oMarch 5th (established date for co-ops to send in Tentative 

Stocking Schedules)
o Significant amount of NOS forms from co-ops and others



Page 23

FAQs

• What happens if a co-op wants to stock a water after the 
March 5th deadline?
o Fill out a NOS form and send it in as soon as possible
o Ex: Your organization decides to stock for a community event 

that is not part of your original NOS

• What happens if a co-op is stocking and realizes a NOS 
form was not filled out and submitted to the PFBC?
oCall 717-705-7900 or email RA-FB-PFBCStocking@pa.gov to 

inform the PFBC of the stocking
o Submit the corresponding NOS immediately 

mailto:RA-FB-PFBCStocking@pa.gov
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FAQs

• Does a co-op need to submit a NOS and a Special 
Activities Permit (SAP) for a derby/rodeo/special fishing 
event?
o Yes, a NOS and SAP need to be submitted
oNOS- Mail to the address or email associated with the NOS form
o SAP- Mail to the address associated with the SAP
o The NOS and SAP do not need to be sent in together to the 

same address, send them to the appropriate contact
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FAQs

• How long is a NOS good for?
o The NOS will expire on December 31st of the calendar 

year for which the form was submitted
o Ex: NOS submitted on 12/20/2023 for a stocking on 

Laurel Run, scheduled for 3/28/2024  
 The NOS will expire on 12/31/2024
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FAQs

• Do co-ops need to submit a new NOS every year for 
the same water?
o Yes, anyone who stocks fish into waters of this 

Commonwealth will need to submit a new NOS every 
year for the same water

oHowever, there are shortcuts to reduce the amount of 
time spent filling out the PDF version of the NOS
 Save each NOS to your computer and submit them 

appropriately
 Change the dates and fish information the following year 

for each NOS and submit them appropriately 
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FAQs

• Will there be an electronic NOS form that can be 
completed online?
o Yes- HuntFishPA (huntfish.pa.gov) 
oPFBC exploring options to make the NOS process as easy 

as possible for everyone



Page 28

FAQs

• Will PFBC staff contact co-ops regarding NOS forms?
oNo, if everything is filled out correctly and there are no 

concerns (most NOS forms)
o Yes, if the information provided indicates an improper 

stocking (Class A wild trout stream)
oMaybe, if additional information is need for clarification
oWill occur with all NOS forms, not just co-ops

• How do we find GPS coordinates for the upstream and 
downstream stocking locations?
oGoogle Maps/other mapping websites
oMapping/Directions apps
oHunting/Fishing apps (OnX Hunt, HuntStand, ScoutLook, etc.) 
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FAQs

• Co-ops stock PFBC provided fish, why do we need to 
follow Chapter 71a and the NOS?
o These are PFBC provided fish, the agency needs to know 

where they are being stocked
oAnyone stocking fish into waters of this Commonwealth is 

required to submit a NOS form prior to stocking per 
Chapter 71a
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FAQs

• What paperwork is required during a stocking?
oCopy of the NOS form
 Hardcopy or electronic (picture on phone)

o Fish health certification documents (January 1, 2026)
 Gill lice certification
 Great Lakes basin 
 Hardcopy or electronic (picture on phone)
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FAQs
• Who is required to have the NOS form during a stocking?

oPerson who filed the NOS or an entity stocking fish on behalf of 
the authorize person

• Do co-ops need to fill out an annual report?
o Yes, the annual report collects data on when, where, what 

species, what sizes, and how many PFBC provided fish are 
stocked

o Justifies the Cooperative Nursery Program
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FAQs

• Is Chapter 71a an attempt to get rid of co-ops?
oNo, the PFBC spent over $217,000 on co-op grant projects 

in 2022 and over $122,000 in 2023

• Is the PFBC attempting to cease stocking statewide?
oNo, the PFBC annually stocks ~3.2 million trout along with 

~1 million trout stocked by co-ops.  The PFBC also stocks 
cool water and warm water species of fish.

oCommercial aquaculture
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FAQs

• Will someone need to submit a NOS form if they catch 
fish in one stream and directly stock them into a 
different stream or private pond?
o Yes, because the fish is being stocked into a water of this 

Commonwealth  
o They will also need to follow applicable fish health 

requirements and the Commission’s Species by Watershed 
Approved for Open System (Flow Through) Propagation and 
Introduction list
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Notice of Stocking (NOS)

• Questions???
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Overview-Chapter 71a

• Chapter 71 and Chapter 73
oRewrite is needed to address current aquatic resources issues

• What is the purpose of this rewrite?
oPrevent the spread of invasive species and disease vectors
o Sustain healthy fisheries
o Lack of watercraft inspection requirements

o Improve fisheries management
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Overview-Chapter 71a

• Examples

o Zebra Mussels and White Perch in Raystown Lake

o Flathead Catfish in the Susquehanna and Delaware River 
basins

oGill lice in trout

o Escapement from private ponds

oRebuilding fish communities in recently refilled reservoirs
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Overview-Chapter 71a

• Timeline of Commission and Committee meetings

oMarch 28, 2022: Fisheries and Hatcheries Committee meeting
 Overview of rewrite of Chapter 71 and 73 regulations

oApril 25, 2022: Proposed rule approved by PFBC Board of 
Commissioners

o June 18-September 17, 2022: Formal public comment period
 1,000+ comments

o September 28, 2022: Fisheries and Hatcheries Committee 
meeting
 Public comments discussed in detail and next steps
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Overview-Chapter 71a

• Timeline of Commission and Committee meetings

o January 4, 2023: Fisheries and Hatcheries Committee meeting
 Summary of changes to Chapter 71a based on public 

comments and stakeholder feedback

oApril 5, 2023: Fisheries and Hatcheries Committee meeting
 Status update

o July 24, 2023: Final approval by PFBC Board of Commissioners
 Chapter 71a effective January 1, 2024
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Overview-Chapter 71a
• Outreach with stakeholders throughout the process

oCooperative nursery meetings (Fall 2022/Fall 2023)

oNumerous letters and fact sheets sent to co-op sponsors

oPhone calls and in-person discussions with co-op 
sponsors

oAttendance and presentation at several Pennsylvania 
Aquaculture Advisory Committee (PAAC) meetings

oCoordination and feedback from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture (PDA)

o Several meetings with private fishing clubs
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Overview-Chapter 71a

• Subchapter C. Fish Introduction and Health Mandates

o § 71a.5. Notice of Stocking to the Commission

o § 71a.6. Fish health certificate requirements
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Overview-Chapter 71a

• § 71a.6. Fish health certificate requirements

oApplies to all stockings (PFBC, co-op, federal, academic, 
commercial, etc.)

oDependent on species stocked, stocking location, and 
hatchery location

o Fish health certificate requirements for cooperative 
nurseries are not changing
 Gill lice certification (PFBC, co-op, SAP, PDA registered 

propagator/dealer stockings)
 Great Lakes basin (PFBC and co-op stockings)
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