Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about Grants
The goal of the Restoration Fund is to restore, replace or acquire equivalent natural resources of the Valley Creek Watershed which have been injured, destroyed or lost by the release of hazardous substances from the Paoli Rail Yard Superfund site. 
Q. What is the Valley Creek Trustee Council?

      R. The Valley Creek Trustee Council is composed of representatives of the United States

           Department of Interior and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The U.S. Department of Interior

           is represented by the Superintendent of Valley Forge National Historical Park and the

           Commonwealth of PA is represented by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC). The Council was established under the “Superfund” Law when Valley Creek was discovered, in the mid-1980’s, to be contaminated by polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s), a carcinogen. The Trustee Council developed the Restoration Plan for Valley Creek Watershed in August 2004 and administers the implementation of the Plan through grants available for five categories of eligible projects identified below. The Restoration Plan containing additional information about eligible projects can be downloaded from the PFBC’s website at:
https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/Grants/Pages/ValleyCreekWatershedGrantProgram.aspx
Q. When can an application be submitted and to whom?
R. An application to the Valley Creek Trustee Council can be submitted according to the grant round opening and closing dates announced in a Request for Proposals. An application can be submitted via email to jschmid@pa.gov or mailed to Jeff Schmid, PA Fish & Boat Commission, 595 East Rolling Ridge Drive, Bellefonte, PA 16823. Application forms can be found on the PFBC’s website at: 
https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/Grants/Pages/ValleyCreekWatershedGrantProgram.aspx
or requested from Mr. Schmid at the above address.
Q. What is the funding limit for grants?
R. There is no specified limit. The greater the benefits of a project, the greater the grant could be.  Minimum grant applications must exceed $30,000. 
Q. How much of a match is required?
R. A 25 percent match of the total project cost is required. Match can include cash, other grants, donated equipment and materials, future monitoring and maintenance expenses and other in-kind labor, including labor for outreach and education to the community. 
Q. What kinds of projects are eligible?
R. Eligible projects involve physical construction for stormwater management, stream stabilization or restoration, riparian enhancements, increasing stream access, and wild brook trout transfers to Crabby Creek. Non-physical eligible projects include establishing land conservation easements related to land preservation within the riparian corridor.
Q. What kinds of projects are ineligible?
R. Research, education, monitoring and measurement projects as stand-alone projects are ineligible. Construction projects can include elements of research and/or education, e.g., signs, monitoring, measurement and maintenance for up to three years after the project is completed; however, these items must be ancillary components of the project. Projects for compliance with law, regulation, permit, or required mitigation for adverse environmental impacts are also ineligible for grant funding.
Q. What does it mean to have a reimbursement grant?
R.   The VCTC prefers to make grant payments to the applicant after the full project is completed. However, the VCTC knows that some applicants are not able to “finance” a fully completed project until reimbursement is received. The VCTC will negotiate payment schedules with those applicants.  Projects may be implemented in several interrelated and sequential phases, but products completed for each phase, must be able to stand alone (i.e., design, permitting, construction, monitoring.)  Phased reimbursement payments for appropriately phased projects must be approved in writing prior to implementation as specified within the Cooperative Grant Agreement between the grantee and the PFBC. 
Q. Can I obtain a grant for a project required by my stormwater NPDES permit?
R. No. The funds are not to be used to help applicants meet obligations required by law, regulations, or permits. However, funds can be used for projects that go beyond mandated requirements. The funding would be for the incremental cost over the cost of what is required.
Q. Where can I find additional information about the watershed and the grant program and who do I contact if I have questions?
R.  Additional information about the Restoration Fund, the Restoration Plan and the grant program can be found at: 
 https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/Grants/Pages/ValleyCreekWatershedGrantProgram.aspx

Questions may be directed to Jeff Schmid, PA Fish & Boat Commission, 595 East Rolling Ridge Drive, Bellefonte, PA 16823; Telephone (814) 359-5242; E-mail jschmid@pa.gov
Q. Can funds from this grant be used outside the Valley Creek Watershed?
R. No. 
Q. Can grant projects be conducted anywhere in the watershed?
R. Yes, projects can be conducted anywhere in the watershed.  A top down watershed approach has been identified as the preferred approach to project implementation. Therefore, projects proposed that fall within upper portions (headwaters or first order sub-basins) of the watershed will be given preference over projects within the lower portions of the watershed
(3rd order basins).
