
T PURCHASING TRENDS 
Medical Marijuana Advisory 

Board Meeting

Wednesday, January 24, 2024
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

MMAB Agenda

I. Call meeting to order, announcements and roll call 
II. Approval of the previous meeting’s minutes – November 15, 2023
III. Program Update 
IV. Old Business 

a. Board assignments, updates and requested agenda topics:
i. Subcommittee updates:
Medical Review – Dr. Geith Shahoud, Subcommittee Chair

 Discussion of SMC Application for CH 20 Research Application  
 Patient and Caregiver – Diana Briggs, Subcommittee Chair
 Regulatory Review – Christine Roussel, Pharm.D., R.Ph., Subcommittee 

Chair
Medical Research – Bhavini Patel, Subcommittee Chair

 Discussion of Organic Remedies’ presentation regarding the findings of 
the research initiative 

 American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) – Overview
ii. Protections for healthcare provider administration of state regulated medical 

marijuana products



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

MMAB Agenda

V.    New Business 
i. Discussion of SMC Application for CH 20 Research 

Application 
ii.Addition of Nursing Practitioners to the list of practitioners 

who can certify Medical Marijuana Patients in Pennsylvania
iii.Submission of report regarding addition of nursing 

practitioners to the list of practitioners who can certify 
medical marijuana patients in Pennsylvania 

VI. Additional Discussion/Q&A

VII.   Adjournment



T PURCHASING TRENDS 
Program 

Medical Marijuana Program Update



Medical Marijuana Program Updates

• CANNRA conference

• Act 63

• Currently Underserved Counties

• Program Metrics



CANNRA

• CANNRA conference was hosted on 
December 4-6, 2023.

• Attended by approximately 39 
states, Canada, and FDA,

• Valuable cannabis industry topics 
including trends, challenges, wins.



Act 63

This document is “a record that reflects the internal, predecisional deliberations of an agency…relating to 
a…contemplated or proposed policy or course of action…used in the predecisional deliberations.”
65 P.S. § 67.708(b)(10)(i)(A).

• Act 63 of 2023 becomes effective in April 2024.

• Qualifying “independent grower/processors” may apply for 
and be issued 1 dispensary permit and qualifying 
“independent dispensaries” may apply for and be issued 1 
grower/processor permit

• In preparation for additional dispensary permit applications 
and in keeping with the Office’s commitment to patient 
access, the Office is identifying the counties that are 
currently underserved by the dispensary facilities. 



Currently Underserved Counties

13 counties deemed 
underserved

• Adams
• Beaver
• Bedford
• Bradford
• Clinton
• Fayette
• Juniata
• Northumberland
• Pike
• Schuylkill
• Tioga
• Venango
• Warren

How were these 
counties identified?

• Average distance traveled
per order (with minimum
volume of orders)

• Current population or
certification density per
dispensary

Note that the criteria and 
results change often as the 
market matures, more 
dispensaries open, 
certifications change, etc.



Program Metrics as of 1/12/2024

436,018 Active Patient 
Certifications

1,920 Approved 
Practitioners

177 Operational 
Dispensaries

9,286 Active Carded 
Caregivers

$400,587.09 MMAP 
Phase 3 Financial Benefit 
Given

33 Operational 
Grower/Processors



Dispensary Sales by Month Since Jan 2020

Medical Marijuana Program Update

$5.6 Billion Sales Program-to-Date



Medical Marijuana Program Update

Dry Leaf Retail and Wholesale Pricing Details 
(thru Dec 2023)

Wholesale Price/Gram

Retail Price/Gram

$10.65 
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Old Business

I. Old Business 
a. Board assignments, updates and requested agenda topics:

i. Subcommittee updates:
Medical Review – Vacant, Subcommittee Chair

 Discussion of SMC Application for CH 20 Research Application  
 Patient and Caregiver – Diana Briggs, Subcommittee Chair
 Regulatory Review – Christine Roussel, Pharm.D., R.Ph., Subcommittee 

Chair
Medical Research – Bhavini Patel, Subcommittee Chair

 Discussion of Organic Remedies’ presentation regarding the findings of 
the research initiative 

 American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) – Overview



An Analysis of the Efficacy of 
Organic Remedies Inc. 

Manufacturing Infrastructure for the 
Production of Sterile Extracts Derived 

from Contaminated Feed Stock

June-Wells MR, Fochtman FW, 
Balin B, Petroski WP, Niesen D, 

Hauser E













1)

2)



* Indicates sample collection during study



* Indicates sample collection during study





•

•

•



•

•

• MICROBIAL LOAD REDUCED TO ZERO AFTER THE PRIMARY EXTRACTION PHASE FOR 
BOTH TECHNOLOGY TYPES.

•

• NO METABOLITES OR MICROBIAL ACTIVITY WERE DETECTED IN ANY EXTRACT TYPE 
(E.G., PRIMARY, ESSENTIAL OIL, ETC.)















David Vaillencourt, M.Sc.
January 24, 2024 – Pennsylvania 

Medical Marijuana Advisory Board



Overview

• Products and a marketplace that is safe, affordable, and trusted
• What is ASTM International?
• Why do we have industry Landscape of current microbial/bioburden 

requirements for cannabis
• History of public health crises and regulations
• Use of decontamination and kill steps
• Risks
• Solutions



Established in 1898
147 Committees & 12,500 standards
30,000 + volunteer members 
135 countries
Development and delivery of information made uncomplicated
A common sense approach: industry driven
Market relevant globally

Committee D37 on Cannabis – Approved by the Board June 2017

How are standards used? Cited in contracts, referenced in codes, regulations, and laws.



National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act of 1995 (NTTAA)
−Requires federal government agencies to use standards developed by

voluntary consensus standards organization when possible
−Encourages federal government agencies to participate in standards 

development organizations

OMB Circular No. A-119
−Reinforces goals of National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act
−Discourages federal agencies from using government-unique standards

“A voluntary consensus standards body is defined by the following attributes: (i) 
Openness. (ii) Balance of interest. (iii) Due process. (vi) An appeals process. (v) 

Consensus”

© ASTM International 34

Standards and U.S. Legal and Policy Framework



Why public health regulations?
2012 Framingham, MA

New England Compounding Center (NECC)

Contaminated steroid injection containing 

fungal meningitis

► 800 Sickened

► 76 deaths

► 14 NECC employees federally charged

► $200M settlement
1937 Sulfanilamide poisoning
► 240 gallons
► 100 deaths in 15 states

1957 Thalidomide
► 10,000 worldwide cases
► 50% mortality rate



Aspergillus





Cannabis and Microbial Limits



Broader perspective – Other industries



Potential Solutions

• Remediation – Product type change (e.g. plant – extract)
• Decontamination – After testing fail
• Microbial control step



Thank you!

David Vaillencourt
David@s3collective.org



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

Old Business - DISCUSSION

I. Old Business 

a. Board assignments, updates and requested agenda topics:

Medical Research – Bhavini Patel, Subcommittee Chair
Discussion of Organic Remedies’ presentation 

regarding the findings of the research initiative 

American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) – 
Overview



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

Old Business - continued

I. Old Business 

  ii. Protections for healthcare provider administration 
     of state regulated medical marijuana products



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

New Business 

i. Discussion of SMC Application for Chapter 20 
Research

ii. Addition of Nursing Practitioners to the list of 
practitioners who can certify Medical Marijuana 
Patients in Pennsylvania 

iii. Submission of report regarding addition of nursing 
practitioners to the list of practitioners who can certify 
medical marijuana patients in Pennsylvania
 
 



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

Additional Discussion/Q&A

 Other topics for discussion?
 
 



T PURCHASING TRENDS 

Adjournment 

 Next Meeting is 
March 20, 2024. 

 2024 Dates: 
 January 24
 March 20 
 May 22
 July 24 
 September 18
 November 13
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