
PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2019  

NORTHWEST OFFICE BUILDING, CONFERENCE ROOM 117, HARRISBURG, PA 

 
Tim Holden, Chairman Office of Chief Counsel Office of Retail Operations 

Mike Negra, Board Member Bureau of Licensing Bureau of Product Selection 

Mary Isenhour, Board Member 

Charlie Mooney, Executive Director 

John Stark, Board Secretary 

Bureau of Human Resources 

Bureau of Accounting & Purchasing 

Financial Report 

Other Issues 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING – 11:00 A.M 

 

Board Secretary John K. Stark indicated that a quorum of the Board was present and Chairman Holden called the  

             meeting to order. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER ....................................................................................................................... Chairman Holden 

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS ............................................................................................................................... Secretary Stark 

 

A. Motion to approve the previous Board Meeting Minutes of the October 9, 2019 meeting.  

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

Board Decision: Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Previous Board Minutes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 

The Board has reserved 10 minutes for Public Comment on printed agenda items. 

 

Andrew Giorgione from the law firm of Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney introduced himself and stated that 

he represents XTL, Inc., and wished to provide comments regarding the Procurement #1 agenda item 

pertaining to the Southeastern PA Distribution Center Relocation.  Mr. Giorgione  referred to what he 

called “ a substantial no-bid 20-year contract for $475,000,00.00, which he noted  was publicly disclosed 

on October 8, 2019, via the PLCB’s website.  According to Mr. Giorgione, the disclosure confusingly 

included a form provided by DGS but lacked details and supporting documentation with regard to the 

contract terms and an explanation as to why the contract could not be publicly bid.  Mr. Giorgione then 
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requested that a letter dated October 15, 2019, which he had sent electronically to Tammy McQuaid on 

behalf of XTL, be incorporated into the record.1   

 

Mr. Giorgione opined that sufficient time exists for an RFP process, since the current distribution center 

contract will expire in August 2020, and further that such a process is necessary to ensure competition 

and fairness.  He stated that XTL has been planning for a new RFP for many years and would be among 

various providers competing for the agency’s business if the opportunity to bid were made available.  Mr. 

Giorgione went on to say that his client has obtained approval of preliminary traffic and land development 

plans for a site in the southeastern part of the state, which he noted is the agency’s most important market, 

and has obtained preliminary financing commitments.  He conceded that three prior warehouse RFPs 

were cancelled by the PLCB but expressed his opinion that this was not due to a lack of response from 

qualified 3PLs.   

 

Mr. Giorgione indicated that he perceives the current process as rushed and confusing.  He referred to the 

use of a DGS form which contained little information, prompting XTL to file what he referred to as a 

“protest” to both the process and the contract.  He noted that his understanding is the Liquor Code 

prohibits entry into a contract with a transportation carrier which does not hold a PUC license and added 

that his firm has been unable to verify that such a license has been issued to KLS Logistics Inc.  For these 

reasons, Mr. Giorgione requested that the matter be tabled and that a normal RFP process be put forth. 

 

Chairman Holden responded to Mr. Giorgione by stating that his comments would be taken into 

consideration and included within the record.  Chairman Holden then asked for guidance from Chief 

Counsel Rodrigo Diaz, who stated that Mr. Giorgione’s comments in response to the properly posted sole 

source justification notice were received by the PLCB.  Chief Counsel Diaz further explained that the 

Procurement Code authorizes independent agencies such as the PLCB to procure services without 

approval by DGS, noting explicitly that DGS is not involved in the PLCB’s sole source procurement of 

these warehousing and transportation services.    

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

From the Office of Executive Director ............................................................................................ Charlie Mooney 

 

Transfer to General Fund:  

 

The Office of Budget requests a transfer of one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) in the month of 

November 2019 from the State Stores Fund to the General Fund.  The Finance team will schedule when 

this transfer will occur.  

 

The transfer of this prescribed amount of $100,000,000 will be processed as authorized in Expenditure 

Symbol Notification Number 19-026. 

 

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:               Board Member Isenhour 

 

Board Member Negra asked Bureau of Financial Management & Analysis Director Mike 

Freeman to confirm that this agenda item represents the first of two such transfers.  Chairman 

                                                           
1  The letter dated October 15, 2019 from Andrew Giorgione, Esquire, on behalf of client XTL, Inc., and consisting 

of comments in response to the PLCB’s public posting of its sole source justification for this procurement is 

attached hereto and incorporated by reference.   
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Holden also asked Mr. Freeman to confirm that the amount of the subsequent transfer would be 

$85,100,000. 

 

       Board Decision:        Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Transfer to General 

                                                     Fund. 

 

From the Office of Chief Counsel ............................................................................... Rodrigo Diaz, Chief Counsel 

 

 

(1)  Big D Restaurants, LLC 

7246 Kelly Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15208-1809 

Restaurant Liquor License No. R-7831 

LID 63180 

Citation No. 18-1963 

 

Appeal of Adjudication and Order 

of Administrative Law Judge 

 

Motion Made:         Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:   Board Member Isenhour 

 

PLCB Assistant Counsel Allison Eberle-Lindemuth explained that on December 7, 2018, Licensee 

was cited by the Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement for violating section 491(6) of the Liquor 

Code, which involved failure to provide food during a catered event.  The Administrative Law Judge 

sustained the citation and Licensee subsequently filed an appeal, arguing that the incorrect section 

of the Liquor Code had been cited.  The Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement acknowledged the 

error and requested that the case be remanded.  Attorney Eberle-Lindemuth then explained that 

Licensee did not have sufficient notice as to the charge in the original citation and that the Office of 

Chief Counsel was therefore recommending that the decision of the Administrative Law Judge be 

reversed and the case dismissed without prejudice with the knowledge that the Bureau of Liquor 

Control Enforcement has time to cite Licensee for a new violation under the proper section of the 

Liquor Code for the alleged conduct that occurred on December 7, 2018. 

 

Board Decision:  Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Grant Licensee’s Appeal & Reverse 

                                 Decision of Administrative Law Judge & Dismiss Citation. 

 
 

 

From the Bureau of Licensing ........................................................... Tisha Albert, Director of Regulatory Affairs 

 Barbara Peifer, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 

 

(1) Acme Markets, Inc. 

t/a The Frosted Mug 

R-13691 (LID No. 96325) 

8200 Roosevelt Boulevard 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia County 

 

Double Transfer & Request for 

Interior Connections with 

Another Business - Restaurant 
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       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Transfer & Request for 

                                                Interior Connections with Another Business. 

 

 

(2) Echt, LLC 

t/a Echt Liquor Lab 

(LID No. 97042) 

107 Penn Avenue 

Mount Oliver, Allegheny County 

 

New & Requests for Interior 

Connections with Other 

Businesses & to Conduct Another 

Business on the Licensed 

Premises – Limited Distillery 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve New License &  

                                                Requests for Interior Connections with Other Businesses & to 

                                                Conduct Another Business on the Licensed Premises. 

 

 

(3) Midnight Madness Distilling, LLC 

t/a T&O 

A-36444 (LID No. 87873) 

2300 Trumbauersville Road 

Quakertown, Bucks County 

 

Extension to Cover Additional 

Premises & Request for Interior 

Connections with Another 

Business - Distillery  

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Extension to Cover 

                                                Additional Premises & Request for Interior Connections with 

                                                Another Business. 

 

 

(4) Sheetz, Inc. 

t/a Sheetz #34 

(LID No. 100312) 

1701 7th Avenue 

Altoona, Blair County 

Auction License - New &  

Request for Interior 

Connections with Another 

Business - Restaurant 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve New License & 

                                                Request for Interior Connections with Another Business. 
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(5) TH Minit Markets, LLC 

t/a Turkey Hill Minit Market #330 

R-2557 (LID No. 100108) 

2 Race Street 

Wolf Township 

Hughesville, Lycoming County 

“Intermunicipal” Double 

Transfer & Request for Interior 

Connections with Other 

Businesses - Restaurant 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Transfer & Request for 

                                                Interior Connections with Another Businesses. 

 

 

(6) Turkey Hill, LP 

t/a Turkey Hill Minit Market #247 

R-19255 (LID No. 87745) 

6113 York Road 

Berwick Township 

New Oxford, Adams County 

Extension of License & 

Request for Interior Connections 

with Another Business –  

Restaurant 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Extension of License & 

                                                Request for Interior Connections with Another Business. 

 

   

(7) Unity Brewing, LLC 

t/a Unity Brewing 

(LID No. 99653) 

3862 US Route 30, Suite 2 

Unity Township 

Latrobe, Westmoreland County 

 

New & Requests for an Interior 

Connection with Another 

Business & Dual Employment - 

Brewery 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve New License &  

                                                Requests for an Interior Connection with Another Business & Dual 

                                                Employment. 

 

 

(8) Wal-Mart Stores East, LP 

t/a Walmart #2019 

(LID No. 99298) 

355 Walmart Drive 

South Union Township 

Uniontown, Fayette County 

Auction License – New &  

Requests for Interior  

Connections with Another 

Business & Dual Employment - 

Restaurant 
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       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve New License & 

                                                Requests for Interior Connections with Another Business & Dual 

                                                Employment. 

 

(9) Wawa, Inc. 

t/a Wawa 

R-456 (LID No. 93361) Case No. 19-9019 

2600 Penrose Ferry Road 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia County 

 

Request for Hearing After 

Administrative Cancellation –  

Double Transfer & Request for 

Interior Connections with 

Another Business – Restaurant 

 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

Chairman Holden asked if there was anyone present from Wawa, Inc.  There was no response. 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Affirm Administrative 

                                                Cancellation / Refuse Transfer. 

 

(10) Amy 3241, Inc. 

R-1148 (LID No. 73002) Case No. 2018-73002 

3241 Kensington Avenue 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia County 

 

Renewal – District 10 

 

Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

Board Decision: Hold for Conditional Licensing Agreement (Offer-in-Compromise). 

 

 

(11) Ralph N. Cialella, Jr. 

R-15584 (LID No. 68465) Case No. 2018-68465 

423 West Washington Street 

New Castle, Lawrence County 

 

REQUEST FOR 

RECONSIDERATION 

Conditional Licensing Agreement 

Renewal – District 6 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Reconsider & Rescind Refusal & 

                                                Approve Renewal with Conditional Licensing Agreement. 

 

(12) Hao Wei Dao, LLC 

R-3392 (LID No. 67532) Case No. 2018-67532 

120 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia County 

Conditional Licensing Agreement 

Renewal – District 10 
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       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Renewal with New 

                                                Conditional Licensing Agreement. 

   

(13) JFB Hospitality, Inc. 

R-9794 (LID No. 55750) Case No. 2019-55750 

1401 East Carson Street 

Pittsburgh, Allegheny County 

 

Renewal – District 5 

 

        Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

        Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

        Board Decision: Hold for Conditional Licensing Agreement. 

 

 

(14) Johnny’s of Huntingdon, Inc. 

R-13070 (LID No. 53803) Case No. 2019-53803 

1301 Washington Street 

Huntingdon, Huntingdon County 

Conditional Licensing Agreement 

Renewal – District 1 

 

HOLD – 8/21/19 SESSION 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Renewal with  

                                                Conditional Licensing Agreement. 

 

(15) William E. Zimmerman 

t/a Tiffany Lounge 

R-9286 (LID No. 24990) Case No. 2019-24990 

58-60 East Independence Street 

Shamokin, Northumberland County 

Renewal – District 3 

 

       Motion Made: Board Member Negra 

       Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

       Board Decision:          Hold for an Amended Conditional Licensing Agreement 

                                                (Offer-in-Compromise). 
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From the Bureau of Human Resources............................................ Jason Lutcavage, Director of Administration  

Jennifer Haas, Director, Bureau of Human Resources 

 

Personnel Actions  ̶  There were 8 personnel actions presented for consideration. 

 

 

(1) James Copeland – Affirm Removal 

(2) Shyanne Crone – Removal 

(3) Danielle Davis – Removal 

(4) Danielle Dellinger – Removal 

(5) Kiara Everett - Removal 

(6) Samuel Hohmann – Affirm Removal 

(7) Sophia Parker – Affirm Removal 

(8) Jamal Shaw – Removal 

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

             Board Decision:            Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve all Personnel Actions. 

 

 

 

From the Bureau of Accounting & Purchasing ............................................ Michael Demko, Director of Finance 

Koppolu Ravindraraj, Director, Bureau of Accounting & Purchasing 

                                                                 Mike Freeman, Director, Bureau of Financial Management & Analysis  

 

            Procurement Actions: 

 

(1)  Southeastern PA Distribution Center Relocation – Provision of warehousing and transportation 

services at a new location in Philadelphia beginning in Q1FY20/21.    

 

Procured via Sole Source – VENDOR – KLS Logistics Inc. – TERM:  Ten years – Estimated 10-year 

cost not to exceed $475,000,000.00.  

 

(2) Commerce Developer Professional Software Subscription and Support Renewal – Provide 

Commerce Developer Professional software subscription and support for E-Commerce platform 

allowing the PLCB to obtain patches and updates to software with the ability to open a ticket with 

support. 
 

Procured via Procurement Handbook Part I, Chapter 7 – VENDOR:  HCL Technologies Limited – 

TERM:  One year - $231,239.20 estimated cost. 
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Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

     Board Decision:            Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Accept all Recommendations as  

                                             Presented. 

 

 

            Inter-Agency Charges: 

 
(1) Department of General Services (DGS) Property Costs (JOB 7) – Billing of $107,071.13 for FY 

2018-19 fourth quarter for Commonwealth property costs.  This is for the property costs for the 

Northwest Office Building (NWOB), which includes direct costs paid by DGS (electricity charges), as 

well as prorated expenses for Capital Police services, City of Harrisburg Fire Protection.  The JOB 7 

billings totaled to $432,033.38 for FY 2018-19. 

 

(2) Department of General Services (DGS) Real Estate MOU charge – Billing of $551,559.46 for July 

1, 2019 through June 30, 2020.  The Real Estate Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) billing amount 

reflects the projected FY 19-20 payroll and operating expenses for DGS Real Estate services and 

includes a credit adjustment for the true-up adjustment for FY 18-19’s actual expenses.   
 

 

The Bureau of Financial Management and Analysis has reviewed these charges and determined that they 

are reasonable based on billing methodology and previous experience. 

 

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

             Board Decision:            Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Accept all Recommendations as  

                                                    Presented. 

 

 

From the Office of Retail Operations ...................................................... Carl Jolly, Director of Retail Operations 

 

 

1. #1103 – 910 Philadelphia Avenue, Northern Cambria 

Amendment 

 

2. #6503 – 925 Donner Avenue, Monessen 

Amendment 

 

3. #02XX – 1600 Smallman Street, Produce Terminal, C-308, Pittsburgh 

New Store 

 

4. #46XX – The Metroplex, Chemical Road at I-476, Plymouth Meeting 

New Store (Relocation of #4628) 

 

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

             Board Decision:            Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Accept all  Recommendations as  

                                                    Presented.                                  
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From the Bureau of Product Selection ................................ Dale Horst, Director of Marketing & Merchandising 

Tom Bowman, Director, Bureau of Product Selection 

 

1. Regular New Items Accepted 

 

BRAND NAME AND SIZE    REASON 

     

North Wales Wines     

Barefoot Spritzer Moscato Cans 4x250 mL    1, 2, 3, 6 

Barefoot Spritzer Pink Moscato Cans 4x250 mL    1, 2, 3, 6 

Barefoot Spritzer Summer Red Cans 4x250 mL    1, 2, 3, 6 

     

Palm Bay Imports Inc     

Roscato Moscato 750 mL     2, 3, 9, 19 

     

The Wine Group Inc     

Franzia Rich and Buttery Chardonnay 5 L    2, 3, 9, 19 

     

 

The Wine Merchant LTD     

Mazarini Prosecco DOC 750 mL     18 

Mazarini Sparkling Rose 750 mL     18 

     

RECOMMENDED ACTION: We recommend the Board approve this action  

 

2. Regular PA Preferred New Items Accepted 

BRAND NAME AND SIZE    REASON 

     

MLH Distillery      

Forefathers Coffee Liqueur 80 Proof 375 mL     16 

Forefathers Coffee Liqueur 80 Proof 750 mL     16 

Forefathers Gin 80 Proof 750 mL     16 

Forefathers Recipe NO. 5 Gin 80 Proof 750 mL     16 

     

RECOMMENDED ACTION: We recommend the Board approve this action 

 

New Items – Recommended Listings 

Reason Codes 

1. Strong marketing support 

2. High brand recognition 

3. Line/Size extension of successful brand 

4. Trade up opportunity 

5. Growing category 

6. Growing segment 

7. National rollout 
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8. Niche item / Limited distribution  

9. High dollar profit potential 

10. Trade out 

11. High quality for the value 

12. Innovative product/flavor 

13. High sales through other PLCB channels (Luxury, Online, SLO) 

14. Underrepresented category/segment 

15. Hole in selection – consumer/store requests 

16. PA Spirits 

17. PA Wines 

18. Licensee only 

19. Probationary listing 

 

 

 

3. Regular Recommended Delist 

 

BRAND NAME AND SIZE    CODE 

     

Bacardi USA Inc     

Bacardi Rum Maestro Gran Reserva 80 Proof 750 mL     8835 

     

Naylor Wine Cellars Inc     

Naylor Niagara Pennsylvania 750 mL     2319 

     

The Wine Group Inc      

Pinot Evil Pinot Noir Chile 750 mL     9251 

Trapiche Malbec Mendoza 1.5 L    7233 

     

EFFECTIVE DATE: The transference to closeout will become effective November 26, 2019 

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 

 

             Board Decision:            Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Accept all  Recommendations as  

                                                    Presented. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT ..........................................  Michael J. Burns, Comptroller Operations, Office of Budget 

 

None 

 

 

 OTHER ISSUES 

 

Transfer of Lottery Funds………………...………………………Michael Demko, Director of Finance 

     

Requesting Board authorization to transfer from the State Stores Fund to the General Fund lottery 

commissions of $352,901.13 earned during the 1st Quarter of fiscal year 2019-20.  

Motion Made:  Board Member Negra 

Seconded:  Board Member Isenhour 
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Member Negra asked if these funds are part of the $185,100,000.00 being transferred to the 

General Fund. Bureau of Financial Management & Analysis Director Mike Freeman confirmed 

that these funds are part of that transfer.  

 

             Board Decision:            Unanimously agreed (3-0 vote) to Approve Authorization Request. 

 

 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT/BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

 

             None 

 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the PLCB will be a formal meeting on Wednesday, November 13, 2019               

beginning at 11:00 A.M.  Prior to the public meeting, there will be an Executive Session to discuss 

matters of personnel and to engage in non-deliberative informational discussions, some of which are 

regarding actions and matters which have been approved at previous public meetings. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

On a motion by Board Member Negra, seconded by Board Member Isenhour, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

The foregoing actions are hereby officially approved. 

 

 

    

  
 

 

 

 

 

              ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

               Secretary  

             __________________________________________ 

Chairman 

 

 

                                                              

__________________________________________ 
                Member 

 

 

      

 __________________________________________ 

              Member 
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