
What Beekeepers Can Do to Help Prevent the Spread of 
American Foulbrood (AFB) When a Suspect Hive is in Their Bee 

Yard 
 

• Use entrance reducers, especially on suspect and weak hives. 
• Do not move suspect hive. 
• Do not move frames or other equipment from suspect hive into other hives. 
• Do not use frames of honey, nectar, or pollen from suspect hive to feed other 

hives. 
• Honey from a hive with AFB is fine for humans to eat and use. 
• Extractor and equipment used to extract honey from suspect hives must be 

thoroughly disinfected. (1part bleach to 5 parts water, allow to soak, rinse 
thoroughly) 

• Do not give, sell, or exchange bees or suspect equipment to others.  
• Try to prevent swarming of suspect hive. 
• Do not work other hives after checking/inspecting suspect hive unless hive 

tool, smoker and any equipment used is cleaned and disinfected. If clothing is 
dirty from the hive, change into clean clothing. Wash bee jackets, suits, veils 
often.  

• If you wear gloves to work bees, use disposable nitrile gloves (doubled) when 
working in bee yard with suspect hive. Change gloves between working in 
each hive (even those which appear healthy). Dispose of gloves properly by 
turning them inside out while taking them off and discard in trash after double 
bagging. If you don’t wear gloves, wash and disinfect hands thoroughly 
between each colony. 

• Clean hive tool and smoker thoroughly and disinfect after use in each hive in 
the suspect bee yard. Remember to repeat after each used, even when 
checking hives that appear to be healthy.  

• Clean hive tool by opening smoker and placing hive tool inside.  Fire kills 
AFB spores. Be careful removing hive tool.  When hive tool has cooled off, 
use a paper towel and wipe hive tool with rubbing/isopropyl alcohol. When 
smoker is cool, use a paper towel to wipe tip and bellow area with alcohol.  
Avoid getting alcohol near the lit and/or hot smoker. 

• Continue to watch and inspect other hives in yard carefully. Open a few cells 
of capped brood to check the health of the larvae.  

• Call or email your PDA Apiary Inspector or State Apiarist if you think you 
have a problem or additional questions. Contact information follows. 
 



 

Region Name Phone Numbers Emails Counties
1 Kent Kaster 717-956-8136 work cell work email:   kekaster@pa.gov CLARION, CRAWFORD, ELK, ERIE, FOREST,

 JEFFERSON, MCKEAN, MERCER, VENANGO, WARREN

2 Kirstie Housner 717-956-8173- work cell work email: khousner@pa.gov CAMERON, CLINTON, COLUMBIA, LYCOMING, MONTOUR,
NORTHUMBERLAND, PERRY,  POTTER, SNYDER, TIOGA, UNION

3,7 Randy Sickler 717-956-8174 work work email: rasickler@pa.gov BRADFORD, CARBON, LACKAWANNA, LUZERNE, LEHIGH,
 MONROE, NORTHAMPTON, PIKE, SCHUYLKILL, 
SULLIVAN, SUSQUEHANNA, WAYNE, WYOMING

4 Bonnie Hall 717-956-8175 work work email:  bonhall@pa.gov ALLEGHENY, ARMSTRONG, BEAVER, BUTLER, FAYETTE, GREENE, 
INDIANA, LAWRENCE,  WASHINGTON, WESTMORELAND

5 Andy Jones 223-322-1533 work work email: andjones@pa.gov BEDFORD, BLAIR, CAMBRIA, CENTRE, CLEARFIELD,
 FULTON, HUNTINGDON, JUNIATA, MIFFLIN, SOMERSET 

6 Rob Dwyer 717-810-6003  work work email: robdwyer@pa.gov ADAMS, CUMBERLAND, DAUPHIN, FRANKLIN, 
LANCASTER, LEBANON, YORK

7 Jeff Eckel 717-956-8245  work work email:  jeeckel@pa.gov  BERKS, BUCKS, CHESTER, DELAWARE, MONTGOMERY,
PHILADELPHIA

Karen Roccasecca 717-346-9567-desk State Apiarist
2301 N Cameron Street 717-798-2822-work cell kroccasecc@pa.gov
Harrisburg, PA 17110
Mike Hutchinson 717-772-5229 mhutchinso@pa.gov Entomology Program Manager
Lawrence Barringer 717-772-5228 lbarringer@pa.gov Entomologist
Alan Deppen 717-772-5226 adeppen@pa.gov Entomologist
Dana Rhodes 717-772-5205 danrhodes@pa.gov Plant Protection Division Chief
Frank Schneider 717-705-3895 fschneider@pa.gov Bureau of Plant Industry Director

2024 Pennsylvania Apiary Inspection Team (as of June 2024)


