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Pennsylvania Policy Performance Level Descriptors 

Advanced 

The Advanced Level reflects superior academic performance, and work at this level demonstrates a 

thorough command of and ability to apply the knowledge, skills, and practices represented in the 

Pennsylvania standards. Consistent performance at this level indicates advanced academic preparation for 

engaging successfully in further studies in this content area. 

Proficient 

The Proficient Level reflects satisfactory academic performance, and work at this level demonstrates an 

adequate command of and ability to apply the knowledge, skills, and practices represented in the 

Pennsylvania standards. Consistent performance at this level indicates academic preparation for engaging 

successfully in further studies in this content area. 

Basic 

The Basic Level reflects marginal academic performance, and work at this level demonstrates a partial 

command of and ability to apply the knowledge, skills, and practices represented in the Pennsylvania 

standards. Consistent performance at this level indicates additional academic support may be needed for 

engaging successfully in further studies in this content area. 

Below Basic 

The Below Basic Level reflects inadequate academic performance, and work at this level demonstrates a 

minimal command of and ability to apply the knowledge, skills, and practices represented in the 

Pennsylvania standards. Consistent performance at this level indicates extensive additional academic 

support may be needed for engaging successfully in further studies in this content area. 
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