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PETITION TO INTERVENE AND REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING 
OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Petitioner, Delaware County Community College, by and through its undersigned counsel, 

Siana Law, LLP, hereby files its Petition to Intervene and Request for Hearing as follows: 

I. On July 26, 2023, Springfield School District ("Springfield"), filed a Petition to 

Withdraw as a Sponsor of the Delaware County Community College ("DCCC"). 

2. On September 13, 2023, the State Board of Education ("Board") adopted a motion 

establishing that it will designate a presiding officer to hold hearings as necessary to rule on 

Springfield's Petition. 

3. As published in the October 7, 2023 Pennsylvania Bulletin, the Board has allowed 

the filing of written petitions to intervene and requests for a hearing on or before November 8, 

2023. 

4. Pursuant to the General Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure, 1 Pa. Code 

§ 35.28, any party claiming an interest that may be directly affected by a proceeding and is not 

adequately represented by existing parties and may be bound by the effect of the action taken in 

the proceeding is permitted to intervene in the matter. 



5. Pursuant to the Public S_chool Code of 1949, 24 P.S. § 19-1902-A(a)(3) ("Act"), 

the State Board of Education has the authority "to approve or disapprove petitions of school 

districts or municipalities applying for participation in an established community college. No 

petition may be approved unless it is accompanied by the consent of the governing bodies of the 

majority of the members of the local sponsor of the established community college to the 

participation of the petitioning school district or municipality." 

6. Also, 24 P.S. § 19-1910-A provides "No school district or municipality which is a 

local sponsor or a part of a local sponsor may withdraw its sponsorship from a community college 

nor may any community college be disestablished without the approval of the State Board of 

Education." 

7. On December 31, 1966, DCCC was established by an Agreement and Plan of 

Sponsorship and Establishment of the Community College of Delaware County ("Agreement"), a 

copy of which is attached to Springfield's Petition as Exhibit "A." 

8. Pursuant to the Agreement, Springfield and other sponsoring school districts are 

obligated to pay a percentage of the College's operating and capital costs based upon an agreed­

upon formula. 

9. Importantly to Springfield's Petition, Section IO of the Agreement expressly 

provides that the Agreement shall remain in effect until all obligations of the Sponsors relating to 

the financing of capital expenditures have been paid in full. Repayment of DCCC's capital 

expenditures, as evidenced by revenue bonds issued by Pennsylvania State Public School Building 

Authority are not scheduled to be repaid until October I, 2048. Accordingly, the earliest 

Springfield could file a petition to withdraw pursuant to the terms of the Agreement is October 1, 

2048. 
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I 0. DCCC presently receives approximately $8.8 million dollars from the sponsoring 

school districts on an annual basis pursuant to the Agreement. 

11. Springfield's claim that its continued sponsorship has become financially 

burdensome is insufficient to warrant approval of its Petition. 

12. In the event the Board were to grant Springfield's Petition, the remaining school 

districts would be obligated to increase their respective contributions to account for the shortfall. 

13. In the event the Board were to grant Springfield's Petition, it is conceivable that 

other sponsoring school districts would follow suit and seek to withdraw their sponsorships, in 

which case, approval of those petitions would result in a substantial loss of funding to DCCC in 

direct contravention of the letter and spirit of the Agreement. 

14. For the foregoing reasons, DCCC has an interest that may be directly affected by 

the instant proceeding and is not adequately represented by existing parties and may be bound by 

the effect of action taken in the proceeding; therefore. DCCC should be permitted to intervene in 

the matter as a party with full rights to present evidence and make argument in opposition to 

Springfield's Petition. 

(The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank] 
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WHEREFORE, Delaware County Community College respectfully requests that the Board 

grants its Petition to Intervene in this matter and schedules a public hearing to consider Springfield 

School District's Petition to Withdraw its Sponsorship, together with evidence and argument 

submitted by DCCC. 

Date: By: 
Christo 1er P. G ber, Esquire, I.D. #76449 
Theo ore T. Sp edy, Jr., Esquire, I.D. #330386 
Attor eys for e/aware County Community College 
941 P tst- n Pike, Suite 200 
Chester Springs, PA 19425 
(P): 610.321.5500 
(F): 610.321.0505 
cpgerber@sianalaw.com 
ttspeedy@sianalaw.com 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

In re: SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PETITION TO WITHDRAW AS A 
SPONSOR OF THE DELA WARE COUNTY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Docket No. 

DELA WARE COUNTY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Petitioner 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon all patties of record 

in this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of I Pa. Code §33.32 via first class mail to: 

Matthew J. Bilker, Esquire 
Eckel!, Sparks, Levy, Auerbach, Monte, 
Sloane, Matthews, and Auslander, P.C. 

300 West State Street, Ste. 300 
Media, PA 19063 

Counsel.for Springfield School District 

SIANA LAW 

Date: /J 2 1 . 2 > By: Isl Christopher P. Gerber 
Christopher P. Gerber, Esquire, I.D. #76449 
Theodore T. Speedy, Jr., Esquire, I.D. #330386 
Attorneys for Delaware County Community College 
941 Pottstown Pike, Suite 200 
Chester Springs, PA 19425 
(P): 610.321.5500 
(F): 610.321.0505 
cpgerber@sianalaw.com 
ttspeedy@sianalaw.com 
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AGREBl-lENT AND PLAN OF SPOl'lSORSHIP AtID 
llSTABl,ISHMEll''.I' OF THE COMlllJNUY OOLLEOlll 

OF DELAW/\Rll coum 

ARTIOffiS OF' AOREEMEN'r made and anterad into this 3,..1: 
day or December A,D 1966 by and between certain 
School Systems and School Districts o/: Delaware County, Penns;vl~ 
vania, which are pai.-ties signatoi.-y hereto, and which are herein­
after referred to as 11SCllOOL DISTRICTS, 11 

WI'l'illSBE'l'Ht 

WHEREAS the Boards of School Oireotol's or Sllid Sohool 
Districts desire to provide the best possible educational opportu­
nity for the pupils of their Districts and in Delaware County; and 

WHEREAS, it has been ascertained that there is a definite 
need ror the establishment of a Community College in Delaware 
County; and 

WHEREAS said School P~stricts have a(lreed to undertake 
the sponso~ship of a Community College in Delaware Count:Y! and 

WHEREAS, said Sohool Distr:l.cts have prepared and approved 
the plan for a Com.~unity College as herein set forth and join in 
seeking the ap_',)roval of the same by the State Boa-rd of Education in 
Moordanca with the :pxo1rision• of the 11Commun1 ty Colle~e Act of 
196311 as amended and supplemented, (Act of 1963 Aug. ali-, P,L, .1132 
as Etmended) 

NOW, 'J'lll!RBFORID, l'J' IS AGREED between and Etrnong the 
~espeotJ._ve school Districts signatory hereto as follows: 

l. Tho SCHOOL DJSTJUC'.1'8 do hereby appvove the plan fol' 
a Co'll\lllunity Colle~e in D0la,1are Co\\nty and do hel'eby agree to 
jointly submit said plan to the State Board of Education for its 
approval, The name of the proposed Community College shall be the 
"Cot1l•IDlll'l'Y COLIEOE OF DJ:)L/lWARl\ COlJN'IT, '1 

2, The affairs of: the Convnunity Col.l.ege as heroin pl'o­
vided shall ba,admi~istered and supervised by a Board of: Trustees, 
fifteen (l!>) in nwnber, Said Trustees shal.1 have all the po"e1•s 
vested in the Board of Trustees or a Community College as provided 
:ln the CofilJllunity CQllege /int of 1963 as amended, and they shall be 
eleoted in the manner provided in said Act, 

~ EXHIBIT 
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3, The SCHO)L :JlSTUCTS shall, bofore the OOllllllencement 
or eaoh .fiscal yea:r I adopt and appl'ove a budget, i11olucling both 
operaUng costs and oapital expe113es for the Community Colleze fol' 
the ensuing fiscal year. Each fiscal year shall end June 30, 

4, :-:very year dUl'ing the time this agreement is in 
ef.feot, ea.oh of the SCHOOL DlSTJ:'.ICTS shall pay to the Trustees of 
the Community College its proportionate shal'e or the operating and 
oapital,oosts, to be expended by the Tl'usteea and whioh do not 
er.oeed the ar,01mts contained in the budget or the Cou.rnunity College 
adopted· and approved by the SCl!f'OL Dl.'lT!\IO'.l.Xl. :Baeh district's 
proportJ.onate share or the o:peNting oosts and capital oosts shall 
be based on the ratio that it~ market valuation or real estate (as 

·det8r1ntned by the ~wst 'recent fig\U'es ot the State Ta,: Equalization 
Board} beal's to tho total market valuation or all :real estate or 
all of the SCHOOL DJ.sTE\lCTS part.I.es signatory hereto (as determined 
by the moot recent figUl'es or the State Tax m<1ualiz11tion Board). 
It is un%rstood and agreed that operat~ng costs shall be furnished 
as follows: 

(a) One-thil!d (1/3) thereof by the CoWdOll,181).l.th of 
Pennsylvania up to a maximum contribution o! 0333,33, 

(b) One-third (1/3) tl1ereo1' by the l'esident pupil 
attanding the college and the charge made to each 
resiilMt pupil shall ie lcnotm as the normal tuition 
ohal'$8 and shall bo oom;,uted aooorcling to lav and to 
the policies, standard rules and regulations of the 
Stl).te Boal'd of Education, 

(o) '.the balance theroof by the School DistrJ.cts 1 ))ro­
videc\ 1 h°'1ever I that in the case ·or a pupil who is 
not a resJ.dent of a school a1st;c1ot irhioll is a 
looal sponsor I such non-resident pu(J;l.1 shal.1 pay 
t1·1ioe the normal tuition charge plus such adc;itional 
anounts I including but not limited to the shal'ing of 
oapital oosts as t:1e Local Sponsors and tho T:rustees 
may as seas in acco1•dal\Oe with the rules al\cl regula­
tions of the State Board of Education, 

It is understood and agreed that capital eY.panses, e:x:cluaive or 
monies received from the t.rni ted Ste:tes Oovernraent, shall be fur­
nished one-half by the SCHOOL DI$TRICW and one-half' by the 
Oo•,monwealth of PennsY,lvania, 

,, ln adopting and approving the annual budget, the 
SCl{Oot DIS'J'l1lCTS shall aot severally at their respective boarcl 



meeti,1gs and oertiry the ,•osults thereof to the T.X>ustees, Tho 
budget shall bo approved and adooted by a vote of two-,thirc\s of all 
of the c<>nstituent Board~, The vote of any cons ti tue))t Boar<\ shall 
be deterhlined by a majoJ:>ity vote of all 0£ the School Directors 
comprising such conftituent Board, • In e.ddition approval or the 

'budget shall require a majority vote of tlll of the School. Directors 
of all of the constl.tuent Boards. lt is hereby agreed that the 
budgets so approved and adopted shall be binding upon ee.oh such 
School Distriot notwithstanding that a particulal' DJ.strict or 
~istriots may have voted against approving and a?opting the same, 

6, The Board of School Diroctors of eaoh'Sohool District 
does hereby agroe to a1mually levy taxos on subjects of: taxation 8$ 
prescribed by law in suoh School District, ror the purposes of 
·establishinc 1 operating and maintaining the Co!Jllllunit:,r Collell'e, as 
herein proviC1ed, and within the limitations set :forth in the 
Co!lllllunity Coliege Act of 1963, as amended and supplemented, 

7, Baoh or the constituent Districts does hereby agroe 
to make equal quarterly advance pa}'TI\ents to the Trustees on account 
of its proportionate share of net operating and capital costs as 
based on estimated figures, At the end of eaoh fiscal yearl an 
adjustment of aocounts or the Trustees shall be made, at wh ch time 
the actual cost or the said Col11lllunity College shall oe determined, 
and the amount of actue.l oontrib\1tions and shares ot l.'equu•ed funds 
and proportionate part of said cost of said Col'lmunity College due 
from each District shall bo determined, If any or the said 
co~stituent Districts may havo oontributed more than its pro.\}8'.l' 
share or the said costs, the same shall be credited to next year's 
cost.and any amount due by any of said Districts shall be forth, 
with paid by the School District to the '.l'rustees. 

8. SCHOOL DIS'l'RlCX-S do hereby agree to cooperate in the 
. borrowing of necessary capital funds from the State Public School 

J3uildlng Autl\ol'ity or from a Municipality Authoritr to bo :formed 
f:or the 1>u1•pose of Mquiring, building and operating raoilities 
for the Collll\\uni ty College of Delaware Cl)lmty. 

9, lt is understood and agreed that this agreemant sl·vi.J.l 
beoome effective~ if by December 31, 19661 Resolutions shall have 
been adoP.ted by t:1ch.ool Districts )'epresenting at least fifty 1Jer 
cent (:,0%) of tl10 total market valuation of Delaware County, as 
determined by the 18th Annual Cert1fiontion of the Pennsylvania 
State Tax Equalization Boa1•d of Ju1\e 30, 1966 and also by 
Districts representing at least fifty par oent <,0%) of tho total 
general populatl.on of Delaware County as det01•rni11ed by the '.l.e.st 
decennial census, In case a sufficient number or dist~iots in 

,accordanoa 1·1ith the forogoing conditions have not so approved, 
this ag:re~ment shull become null. !lnd void! pyovided, however, that 
nothing herein shall prevent, districts whioh had approved to con• 



sider alternative pr<>posals based on revised estimates for their 
di$tricts, after wni ch time such Districts may decide to approve 
a new agreement oi: decline to do so, • • . 

10, This agreement shall become effective upon appi:oval 
of the State Board of Education and the election of a Board of 
Trustees according to law, and sh~ll remain in affect until •ll 
obligations incurred by the constituent Boards in financing the 
construction of a Community College, and all obligations of any 
Authority created in connection therewith or in the financing of 
any subsequent capital expenditures shall have been paid in full, 
Thereafter, the term of this agreement may be extended as agreed 
by the partie$, 

lN WlTNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto, intending to be 
·legally bound hereby, have caused this agreement to be signed by 
'the respective Presidents or Vice Presidents and attested by the 
respective Secretarie$ or Assistant Secretaries, and their 
corporate seals ~ffixed as of the day and year first above vn:itten, 

BOARl.l OF SCHOOL DIRgCTORS OP lHE TOVIIBHlP OF BETHEL 

')' -I { 
By J,JI '< t (11,, 

, I 

I • t)_ • I{. • u-1/. '>'.•o.t ~.,•.,I\-

/ President 

BOMD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF CLlFTON HEIGHTS 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF TH.: BOROUGH 01' COLl'NN 



BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF TH8 BOROIJG!l OF DARBY 

BQl)RO OF SCHOOL D RECTORS OF 'THE BOROUGH OF EAST LANSDOWNE 

Attas 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH Ol' GLet-l)LDEN 

/ 
.. -· .. )'--) 

~1 __ ,:' . .• 11J 
·' fl· ,<( r:-~ ;,:(;,-- By Attest 

ecretary 
v 

BOARD 01' SCHOOL DlRECTORS OF THS !OVINSHIP OF HAVERFORD 

Attest By 
+i A ':;) J,, ,•1 ,,'•, •' •• 

rv:-c•" f ,· Presid~n/'~I 

BOARD OP SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF LANSDOWNE 

__ ............ ......._ _____ ~_ .. , .... _, ... ~~ .......... .,_._ .... 



SOMO OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS Or THE BOROUGH OF WORTON 

AttestlJ&. C., l~hlb,l 
Sec:retory 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DlREC10RS OF THE BOROUGH OF ~ORWOOP , .. 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OP THS TO'MNSHIP OF RADNOR 

BOARD Of SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE RlDLr.Y SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOA!\D OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE ROSE TR!:5 MEOJA SCHOOL DlSTRlCT 
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,_..,, .... ~ .. , \--,.,, ........ ., ............. -~~--~--·· - ............ _,, ....... -



• . 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOI\OIJGH OF SHAAON HILL 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE SWAATHMORS-RITTLEDGS UNION SCHOOL 
• ' ' DISTRICT 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SPRI~Fil,LD 

' 

Attest--1.
1
=~=::!:1<:-:.LJt'""'~~~!:!''u,~d~t~:,;2~:,::;/ 

secrpry 

Bc»\RD OF SCHOOL Dl!l.SCTORS OF rHfl TOWN3HlP OF UPPER DARllY 

re$;i.dent 

~'""c,Jii;::J~✓--~~ ,; ' / • ,:,,;;-. /S etary . P~$ident 
"----· . ..... ~. 

BOARD OF scHU~rRecroRS OF THE BOROUGH oF· YEADON • 

't; @C . _L}cP~/I 
Attest. • ,1 ,l., /{y-,,1-11 By: ~;Zl.~ 

Sec~eta y Pres ent 



• . 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF COLLIN'GDAL\ll 

BO/ll'ID OF 6CHOOL· DlllECTorul OF Tlim BOROUGll OF PROSPi:CT PARK 


