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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA PA.STATE BOARD
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF EDUCATION

In re: SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT

PETITION TO WITHDRAW AS A : Docket No,
SPONSOR OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE :

DELAWARE COUNTY :
COMMUNITY COLLEGE :
Petitioner

PETITION TO INTERVENE AND REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Petitioner, Delaware County Community College, by and through its undersigned counsel,
Stana Law, LLP, hereby files its Petitioﬁ to Intervene and Request for Hearing as follows:

1. On July 26, 2023, Springfield School District (“Springfield”), filed a Petition to
Withdraw as a Sponsor of the Delaware County Community College (“DCCC”).

2. On September 13, 2023,'the State Board of Education (“Board”) adopted a motion
establishing that it will designate a presiding officer to hold hearings as necessary to rule on
Springfield’s Petition.

3. As published in the October 7, 2023 Pennsylvania Bulletin, the Board has allowed
the filing of written petitions to intervene and requests for a hearing on or before November 8,
2023,

4, Pursuant to the General Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure, 1 Pa. Code
§ 35.28, any party claiming an interest that may be directly affected by a proceeding and is not
adequately represented by existing parties and may be bound by the effect of the action taken in

the proceeding is permitted to intervene in the matter.



5. Pursuant to the Public School Code of 1949, 24 P.S. § 19-1902-A(a)(3) (“Act?),
the State Board of Education has the authority “to approve or disapprove petitions of school
districts or municipalities applying for participation in an established community college. No
petition may be approved unless it is accompanied by the consent of the governing bodies of the
majority of the members of the local sponsor of the established community college to the
participation of the petitioning school district or municipality.”

6. Also, 24 P.S. § 19-1910-A provides “No school district or municipality which is a
local sponsor or a part of a local sponsor may withdraw its sponsorship from a community college
nor may any community college be disestablished without the approval of the State Board of
Education.”

7. On December 31, 1966; DCCC was established by an Agreement and Plan of
Sponsorship and Establishment of the Community College of Delaware County (*Agreement™), a
copy of which is attached to Springfield’s Petition as Exhibit “A.”

8. Pursuant to the Agreemént, Springfield and other sponsoring school districts are
obligated to pay a percentage of the College’s operating and capital costs based upon an agreed-
upon formula,

9. Importantly to Springfield’s Petition, Section 10 of the Agreement expressly
provides that the Agreement shall remain in effect until all obligations of the Sponsors relating to
the financing of capital expenditures have been paid in full. Repayment of DCCC’s capital
expenditures, as evidenced by revenue bonds issued by Pennsylvania State Public School Building
Authority are not scheduled to be repaid until October 1, 2048. Accordingly, the earliest
Springfield could file a petition to withdraw pursuant to the terms of the Agreement is October 1,

2048.




10.  DCCC presently receives approximately $8.8 million dollars from the sponsoring
school districts on an annual basis pursuant to the Agreement.

11, Springfield’s claim that its continued sponsorship has become financially
burdensome is insufficient to warrant approval of its Petition,

12. In the event the Board were to grant Springfield’s Petition, the remaining school
districts would be obligated to increase their respective contributions to account for the shortfall.

13. In the event the Board were to grant Springfield’s Petition, it is conceivable that
other sponsoring school districts would follow suit and seek to withdraw their sponsorships, in
which case, approval of those petitions would result in a substantial loss of funding to DCCC in
direct contravention of the letter and spirit of the Agreement.

14, For the foregoing reasons, DCCC has an interest that may be directly affected by
the instant proceeding and is not adequately represented by existing parties and may be bound by
the effect of action taken in the proceeding; therefore. DCCC should be permitted to intervene in
the matter as a party with full rights to present evidence and make argument in opposition to

Springfield’s Petition.
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WHEREFORE, Delaware County Community College respectfully requests that the Board
grants its Petition to Intervene in this matter and schedules a public hearing to consider Springfield

School District’s Petition to Withdraw its Sponsorship, together with evidence and argument

SIANA LAW_" )
Date: /jc){ 27 Zj By: < ............ / -

; n Pike, Suite 200
Chester Springs, PA 19425
(P): 610.321.5500

(F): 610.321.0505
cpgerber(@sianalaw.com
ttspeedy(@sianalaw.com

submitted by DCCC,




‘ COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Inre: SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT :

PETITION TO WITHDRAW AS A

H Docket No,

SPONSOR OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DELAWARE COUNTY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Petitioner :

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certity that I have this day served the foregoing document upon all parties of record

in this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 1 Pa. Code §33.32 via first class mail to:

Matthew I. Bilker, Esquire
Eckell, Sparks, Levy, Auerbach, Monte,
Sloane, Matthews, and Auslander, P.C.

300 West State Street, Ste. 300
Media, PA 19063

Counsel for Springfield School District

Date: /6 23.27 By:

SIANA LAW

(8/ Christopher P. Gerber

Christopher P, Gerber, Esquire, [.D. #76449
Theodore T. Speedy, Jr., Esquire, LD, #330386
Attorneys for Delaware County Community College
941 Pottstown Pike, Suite 200
Chester Springs, PA 19425
(P): 610.321.5500

(F): 610.321.0505
cpgerber(@sianalaw.com
ttspeedy@sianalaw.com
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AGREEMENT AND PLAY OF SPONSORSHIP AND
ESTABLISIRENT OF THE COMMUNITY COLIEGE
OF DELAVIARE COUNTY

ARTICLES OF AGREEMEWT made and entersd into this 3/«
day of Docember A,D, 1966, oy and beiween certain
School Systems and School Districts of Deleware Gounty, Pennsyl-

vania, vhich are parties signmatory hersto, and which are herein-
after referred to ms “SCHOOL DISTRICIS.M

WITMESBETH

WHEREAS the Boards of School Directors of said Sehool
Districts desire to provide the best possible educational opportu-
nity for the pupils of their Districts and in Delaware Countyj and

LR

WHEREAS, 1t has been ascertained that there is a definite
nead for the sstabdlishment of a Community Collegse in Delawara
County; and

WHERZ4S . said School Districts have agreed to undsriake
Lhe sponsorship of a Commwity College in Deluware Countyj and

WHEREAS , said School Districts have prepared and approved
the plan for a Community College as herein set forth and join in
seelting the apvroval of the same by the State Board of Educabion in
acgordance with the provisions of the "Community collage Act of

19631 as amended and supplemented. (Act of 1963 Aug. t, Pl 1232
as amended)

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ACREED hetween and among the
respsotive 8chool Districts signabory hereto as followe:

1, The SCHOOL DISTRICTS ¢o hereby approve the plan for
a Community Collese in Delavare County and do hereby agree to
jointly submit said pian to The State Board of Education for its
approval, The name of the proposed Community College shall e the
G OMUNITY COLIEGE OF DELAWARE GOUNIY .M

2, Tha atfairs of the Community College as herein pro-
vided shall bs administersd and supervised by a Board of Trustees,
fifteen (15) in pumbar, Said Trusiees shall have all the powers
vested in the Board of Trustees of a Community College asg provided

in the Community College Act of 1963 as amended, and they shall be
elected in the manner provided in satid Act,
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3. The SCIU)L DISTRICTS shall, bafore the commencemsnt
of sach fiscal year, adopt and approve & budget, including both
operatini costs and caplial expepzes for the Commundty Colleze for
tho ensuing fiscal year, BEach fiscal year shall end June 30,

b, SByery year during the time this agresment is in
affect, each of {he SCIHOOL DISTRICTS shall pay bo the Trustees of
the Community Gollege its proportionate share of the operating and
caplial ocosts, to be expended by the Trustees and whieh do not
exceed the emounts contained in ths budget of the Community College
adopted and mpproved by the SCENrOL DISTRICIS. EBaeh distrioctts
proportionate share of the operating oosts apd capital costs shall
be based on the rabio that its market valuation of real sstate (as
‘determined by the rost ‘repent [igures of the State Tax Equalization
Roard} bears to the total market valuation of all real estate of
all of the BCHOOL DISTRICTS perties signatory hereto (as determined
by the most recent figures of the State Tax Bqualization Board).

It %slgnﬂarstood and agreed that operating costs shall be furnished
as follows:

(&) One-third (1/3) thereof by the Comuonvealth of
Pennsylvenia up to a maximum contribution of £333.33.

(b) One-third (1/3) thereof by the resident pupil
atbonding the oollege, and the charge made to esch
resideant pupll shall Ge known as the normal tultion
charge and shall be computed according to lav and to
the policies, standard rulss and regulations of the
State Board of Rduecation,

(¢) The balance thereof by the School Districts, pro-
vided, however, that in the case of a pupil'vwno is
not a residant of a school distpict vhich is &
local sponsor, such non-resident pupil shall an
twiece the normal tuibtion charge piluws such additional
amounts, including but not limited to the sharing of
capital costs as the Looal Sponsors and the Trustees
may assess in accordance with the rules and rezula-
tions of the State Board of Bduecation,

It 4s unterstood and agreed that capital expenses, exclusive of
wonies raceived from the United States Government, shall be fura
nished one-half by the BCHQOL DISTRICTS and one-half by the
Cosmmonwealth of Pennsylvania,

5, In adopting and approving the annual budget, the
SCHOOL DISTRICTS shall act severally at their respaccise Poard
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nothing herein shall prevent districts wh

meotings and certify the wesults therenf to the Trustees. The
budget shall be approved and adopted by a vote of two-thirds of all
of the constituent Boards, The vote ol eny constituent Board shall
ba determined by a majority vote of all of the School Directors
comprising such constitwent Board. In addition, approval of the
“phudget shall require a majority vots of all of fhe School Directors
of all of the constituent Boards. It is hereby agreed that the
budgets so approved and adopted shall be binding wpon eaoh such
School District notwithstanding that a partioular District o
Distriots may have voted against approving and adopting the saue,

6, The Board of School Directors of each School District
does hereby agree Yo annwally levy taxes on subjects of taxation es
prescribed by law in such 8chool District, for the purposes of
'éstablishini operating and maintaining the Community College, as
hevein provided, and within the Llimitations set forth dn the
Community College Act of 1963, as amended and supplemented,

7. Each of the constituent Distrlets does hexsby egree
to make egual quarierly advance paymenbs to the Trustees on account
of 1ts proportionate share of net operating and capital costs as
based on estimated figures, AL the end of each fiscal year, An
adjustment of accounts of the Trustees shall be made, at which tine
the actus) cost of the said Commnity College shall De deterumined,
and the emount of actual contributions and shares of required funds
and proportionate part of said cost of said Community College due
from esach Distried shall be determined, If any of the said
constituent Districts may have contributed more than its proper
shdre of the said costs, the same shall be credited o next year's
cost, and any apound due by any of sald Districts shall bs forth-
with paid by ths School Dlstrict to the Trustess.

€. SCHOOL DISTRICTE do heraby a%ree to cooperats in the

. borroving of necessary capital funds {rom the 8tate Public School
Buildlbg Authority or from a Muniecipality Authority to be formed
£or the purpose of acquiring, building and operating facilities
for the Community College of Delaware County.

9, 1t is understood and apgreed that this agrsement shall
hecome effective, if by December 31, 1960, Resolutions shall have
heen adopted by éehool Districts represanﬁing at least fifty per
cent (50%) of the tobal marlet valumtion of Delawsre County, as
determinagd by the 18th Anmual Certiflcation of the Pennsylvania
State Tax Bqualization Board of June 30, 1966, and slso by
Distriots reprasenting at least £ifby psr eent (508) of the total
ganeral populabion of Dalavare County asz determined by the last
decennial censws, In case A sufficient nuwber of distriets in
.accordance with the foregoing conditions have not so approved,
this agreament shall become null and voidi provided, howevar, that

oh had approved to con-
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sider alternative pro oséls basad on revised eytimates for their
digtricts, after wnich time such Districts may decide to approve
a new agregment ox decline to do so. . .

10, This agreement shall become effgctive upoen approval
of the State Board of Education and the election of a Board of
Trustees accyrding to law, and shall remain in effect until sll
obligations incurred by the copsiituent Boaxds in financing the
construction of a Community College, and all obligations of any
Authority created in connection therewith ox in the finanelng of
any subsequant capital expenditures shall have baen paid in full,
Thereafter, the term of this agreement may be exteunded as agreed
by the parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the parti¢s hexeto, intending to be
-legally bound hereby, have ctaused this agreement to be signed by
“the resgective Presidents ox Vice Presidents and attested by the
respoctive Secretaries or Assistant Secretarles, and their
corporate seals affixed ag of the day and year first above written,

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF ALDAN

Attest 7&4”14’)1:&[&5/&1@:&\ B _,,/5)'0@ ‘{4 ﬁ&a.{,%ﬁ
A shden

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOW&SHIP OF BETHEL

il A £ "y
. 1A 7 o
Attestb tgray el aey By J'-}_'ﬁ' 5 &}(s'd IJ:.’Q»‘.-;: S

Secretary / President

BOARD OF SGHCOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF CLIBFTON HEXGHTS

Atte &f:’ 4‘,) %?g .A‘/’

BOARD OF SCHOCL DIRECTORS OF THZ BOROUGH OF COLWYN

g P B -~
Mttost_Sirend fO st
. Secretary

B

Y.



BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF DARBY

Attest/é... : . ‘"‘T/{J’*‘-’:A} By..///?.u ,/-—-/f(-a(//i

“Secre ary President

.
-

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST LANSDOWNE

{rlfw"f/ By /ﬁ / Lo / M

Secretary ary President

Attes

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF GLENOLDEN

, ) - -.‘) /7 l/ ?/n /;
Altest //rrr/ ff' C/m»*#‘(f‘ By f./. eharg e NN S L.
) secretary ‘,ﬂ President

BOARD OF SCHOGL DIRECTORS OF THE TOVINSHIP OF HAVERFORD

AttestQ/\(-/éqzcood“fc(fz{gﬁ/éd/ By T/}‘. A B ); Y BV .. ')
’ ‘ President.

Sacrétary

BOARD OF §CHOOQL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF LANSDOWNE

Attest//é/?"f-“f[ %‘%ﬂ/_,/;g/ BV\/,/F,{S/{:( //Méﬁ%{#ﬁﬂ

‘S8ecretary Pres

-
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BOARD OF $CHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTON

Attest iﬁ:}\(\on gtMer. By /;/ét/lf\“‘\ \’//\'V\w

Secretory Presgident

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECYORS OF THE BOROUGH OF NORWOOD

president

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RADAOR

Attestfﬂcce%’ /5/ X7 ey Sy %umw.m

/‘etary Prea ident

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE RIDLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

e:f\‘, .
Attos/-*/ /’/.f /(‘ et *‘L' Ry ‘//{,/é/{ i -~
+ Secretary’’ ‘- F::rrsident

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIREGTORS OF THE ROSE TREE MEDIA $CHOOL DISTRICT

Attest %‘%ﬁ; hﬁ&s‘&l‘gi. By j&/f?"?l/}/f(u < //[)
Secretary /j Pxesidti/t’
__W,%/ . ({//M’ Jgfz\.

Preaideqﬁ a8 of Novemoer 23’, 1965
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BORQUGH OF SHARON HILL

Attest /q,mf ‘] sty Brzf”(a' ""(1/&5( 054 -
{J ] vedretary ) 7 7 President

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF TRE SWARTHMORE-RUTLEDGE UNION SCHOOL

DISTRICT
Attest G'Tﬁ' {\lf,(,’(q %" Lot ) By 0//] /-\//uy\ﬂ

| Secrelary President

BOARD OF &CHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGFIELD

Attest z‘l Pty - by_ bk D). a6
Secr/ President

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF URPER DARBY

47/%»1, "y

Ppesident

BOARD OF SCHOOL QIRECTDRS OF THE BOROUGH OF YEADON

Attest_ "'f o /ZV? éfi@t&k By %«;{ﬂp gﬁ,a;..(a’—q

“Sacretary President

u?m



BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF GOLLINGDALS

) ByQWM 0 Sedet,

Attest ! L
8 ecratary President
BOARD OF SCHOOL-DIREGTORS OF THE BORQUGH OF PROSFECT PARK
Abtegt, 7 7 Tl s el By )\/ zé’::.. ht«wﬁ.‘msm
Sec /t'etary Prozident




