STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In re: SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT : RECEIVED
PETITION TO WITHDRAW AS A ;
SPONSOR OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY : "JuL 2 6 2023
COMMUNITY COLLEGE :
. PA. STATE BOARD
OF EDUCATION

-
L)

Petitioner :

PETITION TO WITHDRAW AS A SPONSOR OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Pursuant to 24 P.S. §19-1910-A of the Pennsylvania School Code, the Springfield
School District, by and through its undersigned counsel, hereby files this Petition to
Withdraw as a Sponsor of the Delaware County Community College, and, in support
thereof, avers as follows:

1. Petitioner, Springfield School District (heveinafter referred to as “SSD”), is a
public school distriet, located at 200 South Rolling Road, Springfield, Delaware
County, Pennsylvania, 19064,

2. On December 31, 1966, 21 Delaware County school districts, including SSD,
entered into an agreement to become sponsors of the Delaware County
Community College (hereinafter referved to as “DCCC”). A true and correct copy
of the December 31, 1966 Sponsorship Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit

“A. R I

1 Since that date, at least one school district has become a sponsor, that being Chester-Upland
School District, which spent $4 million to buy-in to sponsorship consortium and now spends

approximately $250,000 in an annual sponsorship fee.
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3. This agreement requirved, inter alia, those sponsoring school districts to
contribute annually to the operation of the DCCC,

4, For the 2022-2023 school year, sponsorship contributions equate to roﬁghly 10%
of total DCCC revenue, including tuition, state appropriations, grants and
contracts, and all other income.

6. For the 2021-2022 school year, SSD paid $740,628 to the DCCC, which amount
represents 8.63% of the total support provided by participating Delaware County
schools.

6. For the 2022-2023 school year, SSD is scheduled to pay $740,446 to the DCCC,
which amount represents 8.55% of the total support provided by participating
Delaware County schools. This amount represents just under 1% of SSD's
expenditures.

7. Certain benefits are bestowed to citizens of sponsoring school districts, including
a H0% reduction in tuition for students residing in sponsoring school districts, as
compared {o non-sponsoring schoo! districts.

8. In 2022-2023, students who resided within the limits of the Springfield School
District and who attended DCCC saved $233,149 as a result of the decreased
tuition offered to residents of sponsoring school districts.

9. Continuing to participate as a sponsor has become financially burdensome for
SS8D; to that end, S8D hereby seeks to withdraw as a sponsor of DCCC.

10. No school district or municipality that is a local sponsor, or a part of a local
sponsor, may withdraw its sponsorship from a community college; nor may any

community college be disestablished without the approval of the State Board of
(1641760/1]



Education (“BOE"), 24 P.S. §19-1910-A.

11. Prior to the filing of this Petition, S8D has met with representatives of DCCC to
attempt to address SSD's concerns and find an amicable solution—however, SSD
was unsuccessful in this attempt.

12. Prior to the filing of the instant Petition, SSD has met with representative of
Delaware County Council to attempt to address SSD’s concerns and find an
amicable solution—however, SSD was also unsuccessful in this attempt.

13. For the 2022-2023 school year, comparing the $740,446 SSD paid as an annual
sponsorship fee to the $2383,149 in savings appreciated by students who lived
within the limits of Springfield School District and who attended DCCC yielded
a negative variance of $507,297.

14, In short, SSD is losing hundreds of thousands of dollars per year as a result of its
participation in the Sponsorship Agreement.

15. The $740,446 paid by SSD te DCCC represents just under 1% of SSD's
budget/expendituves.

16. At the time the Sponsorship Agreement was entered into (in 19686), the Act 1
Index was not in effect, and school districts had the absolute right to tax
properties to make up budget deficits.

17. Now, school districts can only tax up to the applicable, annual Act 1 Index,
subject to any applicable exceptions to the Act 1 process.

18,.The Sponsorship Agreement has been financially burdensome for SSD
particularly over the last decade, when SSD constructed a new high school and

weathered challenges associated with the COVID pandemic.
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19. SSD has raised the Millage rate every year for the past two decades.

20. The average millage rate increase over the past twenty years if 3.5%.

21, Although the Act 1 Index was not implemented until the 2006/2007 fiscal year,
the average of the Act I Index over the past fifteen years is 2.62% (the average
millage increase for the last fifteen years is 2.61%, almost the exact amount
permissible under state law).

22, It is SSD’S intent to use the funds in a way that more appropriately benefits K-
12 students attending SSD.

WHEREFORE, the Springfield School District respectfully asks the State Board
to establish a committee to conduct proceedings and to issue a rveport to the full Board
of Education recommending approval of the Withdrawal of Sponsorship relative to the

instant Petition.

Respectfully submitted,

By: W‘”ﬁce//ﬁc"‘*

Majthew J. Bitker, ESQUIRE
PA1.D. No.: 311284

ECKELL, SPARKS, LEVY, AUERBACH, MONTE,
SLOANE, MATTHEWS & AUSLANDER, P.C.

300 West State Street, Ste. 800
Media, PA 19063

Phone: 610-565-3700

Fax: 610-565-1596

mbilker@eckellsparks.com
Attorney for Petitioner
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EXHIBIT A



AGRFEMENT AND PLAY OF SPONSORSHIP AWD
ESTABLISHKENT OF THE COMMUNITY COLIEGE
OF DELAVARE COUNTY

ARTICIES OF AGREEMENT made and enterad into this 3/+4
day of Desember A,D, 1956, by and betwaen certain
School 8ysvems and School Districts o% Delawsars County, Pennsyl-
vania, vhich are partles signatory hereto, and which ars herein-
after referred to as "SCHOOL DISTRICTS,.M

WITHESSETH!

WHEREAS £he Boards of School Directors of said School
Districts desire to provide the best possible educational opportu~
nity for the pupils of their Districts and in Delaware County; and

WHEREAS, it has been ascertained that there is a definite
need for the establishment of a Community College in Delaware
County; and

WHER®AS . said School Districts have agreed to undertake
the sponsorship of a Community College in Delaware County; and

WHERBAS , said School Districts heve prepared and approved
the plan for a Community College as herein set forth and join in
seelting the aporoval of the same by the State Boerd of Educabion in
accordance with the provisions of the "Community Coilegs Act of

1963" 25 amended and supplemented. {(Act of 1963 Aug. 24, P.L. 1132
as amended)

NOW, THEREIFORE, IT IS ACGRRED between and among the
respsctive 8cnool Districts signatory hereto as follous:

1. The SCHOOL DISTRICTS do hereby approve the plan for
a Community Collegza in Delaware County and 4o hereby agree to
jointly submit s3aid plan to the State Board of Education for its

appraval, The name of the proposed Community College shall De the
NCOMMUNITY COLIBEGE OF DELAWARE GOUNTY.!

2. The affalrs of the Community College as hersin pro-
vided shall be administered and supervised by a Board of Trusiees,
fifteen (15) in number, Said Trustees shall have all the powers
vested in the Board of Trustees of a Community College as provided

in the Community CGollege Act of 19631 as amended, and they shall be
elected in the marmer provided in said Act,

D L LT Y T SR [T T



P s e e m—— J—

3. The SCHOIL DISTRICTS shall, before the commencement
of each fiscal year, adopt and approve a budget, including both
cperatinf costs and capital expenses for the Comuunity Colleze for
the ensulng fiscal year, Each fiscal year shall end June 30,

Y. Tvery year during the time this agreement is in
effect, each of the SCHOOL DISTLICTS shall pay bto the Trusiees of
the Community College its proporticnate share of the operating and
caplial costs, to be expended by the Trustees and which do not
exceed the amounts contained in the budget of the Community College
adopted and approved by the SCEMQL DISTRICTS. Each districtts
proportionate share of the operating costs and capitel gosts shall
be based on the rabtio that its market valuation of real estate (as
‘deterwined by the nost recent figures of the Stats Tax Equalization
Board)} bears to the total market valuaticn of all real estate of
all of the SCHOOL DISTRICTS parties signatory hereto (as determined
by the most recent figures of the State Tax Iqualization Board). .
It is understood and agreed that operating costs shall be furnished
as Tollows:

(a} One-third (1/3) thereof by the Comuonwealth of
Pennsylvenia up to a maximum contribubion of $333.33.

{(b) One-third (1/3) thereof by the resident pupil
attending the college, and the charge made to each
resideat pupil shall be known as the norma) tuition
charge and shall be computed according to law and to
the policies, standard rules and regulations of the
State Board of Zduecation,

(¢) The balance thereof by the School Districts, vro-
vided, however, thet in the case of a puplil'vho is
not a resident of a school district vhieh is a
lotald sponsor, such non-resident punil shall pay
twice the normal tuition charge piuns such additional
anountts, including but not limited to the sharing of
capltal costs as the Local Sponsors and the Trustees
pay assess In accordance with the rules and rezula-
tions of the State Board of Fduwcation,

It Js understocd and agreed that capiital sxpenses, exclusive of
nonies racelved from the United Stetes Government, shall be fur-
nished one~half by the SCHQOL DISTRICTS and one-half by the
Commonvealth of Pennsylvania,

5, In adopting and approving the annual budget, the
SCHOOY, DISTRICTS shall act severally at their respeclive ﬁoard
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meatings and certily the results Therenf to the Trustees: Thun
budget shall be approved and adopled by a vobte of two-thirds of all
of the constituent Boards. The vote of eny constituent Board shall
be determined by a majority vote of all of the School Directors
comprising such constituent Board. In addition, approval of the
“budget shall require a majority vote of &ll of %he School Directors
of all of the constituent Boards., It is hereby agresd that the
budgets so approved and adoptsd shall be binding uwpon each such
School District notwithstanding that a particwlar District or
Districts may have voted against approving and adoptinz the sawe,

f. The Board of School Directors of each School Distriet
does hersby agree %o annuaily levy taxes on subjects of taxation as
prescribed by law in such School District, for the purposas of
‘eéstablishing, operating end maintaining the Community College, as
herein provi&ed, and within the limitations set forth in the
Community College Act of 1963, as amended and supplemented,

7. Tach of the constituent Districts does hereby agree
to make egual guarterly advance payments to the Trustees on account
of its proportionate share of nel operating ang capital costs as
based on estimated figures, A% the end of each Fiscal year, an
adjustment of accounts of the Trustees shall be made, al which time
the astual cost of the said Gommunity College shall be determined,
and the aimmount of actual contribuiions and shares of required funds
and proportionate part of said cost of said Community College due
from each Distriet shall be determined, If any of the said
constituent Distriots may have coniributed more than its proper
shdre of the said costs, the same shall be credited to next year's
cost. and any awount due by any of sald Districts shall be forth-
with paid by the Schoel District to the Trustees.

€. SCHOOL DISTRICTS do hereby agrse to cooperate in the
- borroving of necessary capital funds {rom the State Publis School
Building Authority or from a Municipality Authority to be formed
far the purpose of acquiring, building and operating facilities
for the Community College of Delaware County.

9, It is understood and agreed that this agreement shall
become effective, if by December 31, 1966, Resolutions shall have
been adopted by dehool Districts reprasenéing at Jeast fifty per
cent (50%) of the total market valuation of Delaware County, as
determingd by the 18th Annual Certifleation of the Pennsylvania
State Tax Equalization Board of June 30, 1966, and a&lso by
Districts representing at 1least f£ifty per cent (508) of the total
ganeral population of Delawnre County as determinad by the last
decennial census. In case s sulficient nweber of districts in
.accordance with the foregoing conditions have not so approved,
this agreement shall become nwll and voidj provided, howsver, that

niothing hereiln shall prevent districts which had approved to con-

‘3.__
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sider alternative proposals based on revised estimates for their
districts, after which time such Districts may decide to approve
& new agreement ox decline to d¢ so0. )

10, ‘This agreement shall become effective upon approval
of the State Board of Education and the elaction of & Boaxd of
Trustees according to law, and shall remain in effect until all
obligaticns incurred by the consiituent Boards in financing the
construction of a Community College, and all obligations of any
Authority created in connection therewith ox in the financing of
any subsequent capital expenditures shall have been paid in full,

Thereafter, the texm of this agreement may be extended ss agreed
by the parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the partig¢s hereto, intending to be
Jegally bound hereby, have caused this agreement to be signed by
"the respective Presidents or Vice Presidents and attested by the
respective Secretaries or Assistant Secretaries, and their
corporate seals affixed ag of the day and year first above written,

BOARD OF SCHOOL DXRECTCRS OF THE BOROUGH OF ALDAN

e
Attest 7(’4’1'17?:1‘11.2_,‘?/@‘?:%;.“ B 15‘//[4‘,/@;(4 Z?ﬂ CA’LL%LE.

Secretaz:// Ppésiden

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BETHEL

Wl [’l() "
. . 1t Y N Foe
Attest{f{/ ! Ly Apetam . By J";'t';‘ 5§ &i(-'d Lol S0

’ Secretary f Prosident

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF CLYFTON HEIGHTS

. )
Att eﬂ%‘% -'2’./(//}2 Zi/f; 2o !5::-/ _,/B/p/
j/’é,cretary 4

BOARD OF SCHOCL DIRECTORS OF THCZ BOROUGH OF COLWYN

Attast,_ frerg g0 gph g By ke //r v AT
- Secretary l President




BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF DARBY

Attest /(/gbl'{'lf/ &Qx L rat By—/)/f?n /-—77/'24(/%

Secretary President

BQARD QF SCHOOI DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST LANSDOWNE o

6«/ By/ﬂ/‘m/w//f/

Secre ary President

Attes

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BCROUGH OF GLENOLDEN

T e

® ’? /.. {.)‘ ‘) ]
) A/ il /
Attest e (r-rL /’f/ (/r“.--*ﬁlf‘ By e, ,_.Pz/k/;-s I
) Secretarv : ‘,y Prgtidept

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIREGTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HAVERFORD

AttestQ*/x(féuc.ode{‘”Zgﬁ/;.d/ By (‘i \ )“/' TRt

Secyétary President )

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF LANSDOWNE

’Secreuary Presid en

U,
AttestT/)zA',{;ﬁ!f.’-«‘:( ' f/<’é st by st o I f*
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTON

svest L CL B ML sy M er s

Secretary President

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF NORWOOD

Attest b[)ﬁumw}y[;w rﬂ/ By, M’ﬁ//

Secr%a ¥ E:o@sndent

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RADNOR

Attestrﬂﬂ(f/j/f&/ BY ?"’/""/v's-i-%muaw.._

Secretazry President

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE RIDLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Attes/ /‘”4 /("’ ““-'a';' By/’//// %“W

Secretary i ?ﬁsldent

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIREGTORS OF THE ROSE TREE MEDIA SCHOOL DISTRICT

f o /irz’//?f 72/} // . ///:{) .

Secretary '-7 / Presiden

. %é’h ([%M/KZQ\

President as of November 23, 1966

Attest
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF SHARON HILL

.....

Attest Q/-x.)? J-ﬁ q @,ﬂ/&.\.l BY%"(J C"fagf{ q g ¢
g ' vodretary 7 President

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE SWARTHMORE-RUTLEDGE UNION SCHOOL

DISTRICT
Attest G‘T‘B N'Cdfq%“"“d By Q’/{(/j/\z/wu.(

| Secretsry Prasident

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGFIELD

attest {16 .zfi/a/a"// ?M refo By sl D). Candlr
Secreya'r‘/ President

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UPPER DARBY

77»%/(_(,

P;»es‘,id ent

BOARD OF SCHﬁ(i./QIRECTOM CF THE BOROUGH OF YEADON

Attest ‘(/ *h /l*%};{,{é\ By Afﬁkia)/q

“Secretary President

“Ta
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIREGTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF COLLINGDALR

Attest/‘? ,{,‘ ;Vf_?'/ o gl BY Qmm#q (\ Q«A)\Lho«’a

Secretary Pres ident

BOARD OF SCHOOL-DIRECTCRS OF THE BOROUGH OF PROSFECT FARK

Ates L[ija"' /:' 7, A‘( At By A, J(Z. v }"u-{/é;bh'»t—('"‘

Sec /I’etary President




